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MINUTES OF THE WORKSHOP MEETING OF THE ALLAMUCHY TOWNSHIP 

COUNCIL HELD ON APRIL 13, 2022 AT 6:30 P.M. 

 

The Mayor and Council convened the workshop meeting in person at 6:30 P.M. on April 13, 

2022. The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

A moment of silence was held at this time for personal intentions and for Charles Fineran, 

Open Space Director, who had hip surgery.  

  

Mayor Tuohy announced that adequate notice of the time, place and manner of this in-person 

Council meeting has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:   

 

(1) posting said notice on the municipal building bulletin board.  

(2) emailing said notice to the press and all others who have requested it. 

(3) posting on the official Town website. 

 

PRESENT:  Mayor Tuohy, Councilman Cote, Councilwoman Bonanno, Councilman Fabula  

                      and Councilman Quinoa. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

a.  Regular Meeting – 02/23/2022 as revised. 

 

     Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilman Cote, and approved on roll call 

     Vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy;  ABSTAIN – 

     Councilman Fabula. 

 

ENGINEER’S REPORT/ACTION LIST: 

 

a. Sand Filter Evaluation Report – Evaluation will be done on four different sand filters. 

b.  Municipal Parking Lot Overlay – Proposals are still being sought after and a proposal will 

obtained from Riverview Contracting when the Ridge Road Project is being done.  

c. Ridge Road Improvement Project – Preconstruction Meeting will be held on April 19, 2022. 

 

ATTORNEY’S REPORT: 

 

a.  SMSD (Special Municipal Services District Budget). 

 

     Motion by Mayor Tuohy, seconded by Councilman Cote, carried to approve the SMSD  

     Budget as presented.  Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Fabula, 

     Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy. 

    

MAYOR’S REPORT: 

 

a.  Website Update – Content will be finalized within the next week.    

      

b.  White Oak Seedling – Rutherfurd Hall – Plantings will take place by the end of April.  
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c. Woodchipper -  Withdraw the previous approval to acquire a woodchipper for the DPW 

in the amount of $38, 597.40.  This approval was done at the March 23, 2022 Township    

Council meeting.           

  

     Motion by Councilwoman Bonanno, seconded by Councilman Quinoa, carried to withdraw   

     the previous approval to acquire a woodchipper as presented.  Roll call vote:  AYES –   

     Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Fabula, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy.  

 

d.  Allamuchy 150 – Garage Sale - 06/11/2022 (Rain Date :  06/12/2022) – Event to be held 

     at the Panther Valley Mall.   

 

e.  Tax Collector Position – Ordinance will be prepared to create and formalize the position of 

     Tax Collector.  This matter will be placed on the 04/27/2022 agenda for action. 

 

     Motion by Councilman Cote, seconded by Councilwoman Bonanno, carried to hire  

     Lydia Blide as Tax Collector – effective May 1, 2022 to December 31, 2022 at a salary of 

     $19,500.00.  Ms. Blide will be filling the vacancy of Donna Cummins who is resigning 

     April 30, 2022.  Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Fabula, Quinoa and 

     Mayor Tuohy. 

 

f.  Green Team Update – Mayor Tuohy advised that she had attended that first Green Team 

     Meeting on April 12, 2022.  The minutes will be uploaded to the website. 

 

g.  Water/Sewer Plant Operator – Civil Service – The inter-departmental promotion will be  

     posted on the State of New Jersey Civil Service Commission in August, 2022.  The  

     Township cannot promote the Assistant Plant Operator to Plant Operator until the job is 

     posted and the employee applies for it through Civil Service.        

 

Motion by Councilman Cote, seconded by Councilman Quinoa, carried to authorize Attorney 

Wacks to prepare an ordinance to create the position of Tax Collector as discussed.  Roll call 

vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Fabula, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy. 

 

h.  New Firetruck – The new firetruck should be arriving on April 26, 2022.  There will be a  

     “push-in” ceremony at the firehouse on this date. 

 

i.  Rutherfurd Hall – Celebration of the Arts – There will be approximately 40 artists that will be 

    displaying their work.  The event will open on May 12, 2022 with a gala.  There is  

    information available to attend the gala and register for the event.  There are a series of events 

    for the week – the event ends May 22, 2022 with a film festival on 05/21/2022 and    

    05/22/2022. 

 

j.  Delaware River National Park – Correspondence was received to support the Delaware River 

    as a National Park.     

  

TOWNSHIP COUNCIL REPORTS: 

 

Councilman Cote: 

 

1.  Season Help – there have been no applications to date. 
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2.  Acquisition of Mason Dump Truck – International Harvester Model CV 515 - $115,000.00  

     ($80,000.00 was previously approved).  This is a Cooperative Purchasing price and fully    

     outfitted with a dump body and 10’ plow – total cost is $115,394.48.  This vehicle will arrive 

     before the Winter if approved at this meeting. 

 

     Motion by Councilman Cote, seconded by Councilman Quinoa, carried to rescind the      

     purchase of the 550 Mason Dump Truck (approved in 2021) and to replace the acquisition  

     with an International Harvester Model CV 515 as discussed.  Roll call vote:  AYES –   

     Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Fabula, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy. 

 

3.  Water/Sewer Projects – Removal of two water softener steel tanks and attached piping and  

     replacement of 2 - 8” PRV Valves – Councilman Cote stated that there are tanks at the  

     Water/Sewer Department that need to be removed.  The lowest quote was received from Bob  

     Viersma and Sons, Andover, NJ in the amount of $30,550.00 for both projects. The 

     employees at the Water/Sewer Dept. may be able to do the PRV valves but in the event that  

     there is a problem Viersma would be approved as a backup. 

 

     Motion by Councilman Cote, seconded by Councilman Quinoa, carried to approve the  

     proposal of Viersma as presented.   

 

     Councilman Cote stated that the loss of water is below 15% which is a benefit to the  

     Township.  The pumps run less, there are fewer watermain breaks etc.  Preventative work 

     is being done to keep costs down. 

 

     Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Fabula, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy. 

 

     Councilman Cote stated that the cabinets arrived, and an install date will be set up at the 

     Water/Sewer Department.  

              

ACCEPTANCE OF BOARD/COMMISSION REPORTS (MARCH, 2022): 

  

a.  DPW/Playground Inspection Report 

b.  Water/Sewer Plant Operations 

c.  Tax Collector 

 

Motion by Councilwoman Bonanno, seconded by Councilman Cote, and approved on roll call 

vote:  AYES -  Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Fabula, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy; 

 

SAND FILTER OPTIONS EVALUATION ANALYSIS -   

 

Mayor Tuohy stated that the evaluation shall take approximately 6-8 weeks and there are four 

different sand filter options available for the Water/Sewer Department. 

 

Motion by Councilman Cote, seconded by Councilman Quinoa, carried to authorize Colliers 

Engineering and Design – Paul Sterbenz, P.E., P.P. – to prepare the evaluation at a cost not to 

exceed $15,000.00.  Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Fabula, Quinoa 

and Mayor Tuohy. 
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Councilman Quinoa: 

 

1. Basketball Season – There were 114 children in the program – all the teams were successful 

but there were two teams that went to the championship – 5th and 6th grade boys’ team and 

the 7th and 8th grade boys’ team. He stated that he would like to have recognition ceremony 

for these teams at a Township Council meeting. 

 

     Councilman Quinoa stated that he will be attending the next Board of Education meeting to 

     express his gratitude for the assistance for the use of the gymnasium and the services    

     provided. 

 

Mayor Tuohy stated that she just received an email that Warren County Mosquito Control 

Commission will be spraying for mosquitos on 04/14/22.  The spraying will take place over 

most of the farmlands – no spraying will take place over Panther Valley.  

 

Mayor Tuohy stated that she had received an email from Warre County Commissioner Ciesla 

regarding broadband coverage or the lack thereof throughout Warren County.  A mapping 

system has been prepared and Warren County is working with the NJ Board of Public Utilities 

on this matter.   

 

MUNICIPAL CLERK’S REPORT: 

 

a.  New Phone System – The Municipal Clerk advised that the phone system is in need of a  

     mandatory upgrade by May, 2022.  The T1 lines will no longer be available which could 

     significantly increase the phone costs per month.  A proposal was received from Monmouth  

     Telecom for the upgrade/conversion. 

   

     Mayor Tuohy stated that the contract was sent to Attorney Beilin for review and there were a 

     few issues with the language and length (3-year term). 

 

     There were two other proposals received which will be reviewed and compared with the  

     current phone system. 

 

     Mayor Tuohy stated that she will work with Councilman Fabula on this matter.  It is 

     important that the current internet service is compatible and capable of handling the new 

     technology being proposed.  The upgrade will be a monthly payment and there will be 

     no annual contract prices or upfront costs.   

 

b.  Warren County Transportation Plan – The plan was received and on file in the Municipal       

     Clerk’s office.  The public hearing on the plan is May 23, 2022. 

 

c.  2022 Municipal Budget – The public hearing on the budget will be held 04/27/2022. 

  

  PUBLIC SESSION: 

 

a.  Abby Christmann, Christmann Consulting, was present and stated that the Township 

     website is near completion.  She will be meeting with the mayor to review and content 

     that may be missing.  Ms. Christmann stated that she has prepared development 

     notes for the website and the website is considered operational. 

 

There being no further comments, the public session was closed. 
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OTHER/NEW BUSINESS:  None 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

a. Internet Servce for non-serviced areas. 

 

PAYMENT OF BILLS:  (ATTACHMENT 1). 

 

Motion by Councilwoman Bonanno, seconded by Councilman Cote, and approved on roll 

call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Fabula, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy.   

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  None. 

 

   ADJOURNMENT – 7:54 P.M. 

 

   There being no further business, motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilman Cote, 

   carried to adjourn at 7:54 P.M. Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Fabula,   

   Quinoa, and Mayor Tuohy. 

 

 

   Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

   Anne Marie Tracy, Municipal Clerk 

 

 

   Rosemary Tuohy, Mayor 

 

 

    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    


