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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE ALLAMUCHY TOWNSHIP 

COUNCIL HELD APRIL 27, 2022 AT 6:30 P.M. 

Mayor Tuohy called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. 

 

The Township Council convened in open session at 6:30 PM. The meeting opened with the Pledge 

of Allegiance followed by a moment of silence.  

  

Mayor Tuohy announced that adequate notice of the time, place and manner of this in-person  

Council meeting has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:   

 

(1)  posting said notice on the municipal building bulletin board.  

(2)  emailing said notice to the press and all others who have requested it. 

(3)  posting on the official Town website. 

 

Roll Call Vote:  PRESENT – Mayor Tuohy, Councilwoman Bonanno, Councilman Cote,  

                                                 Councilman Fabula and Councilman Quinoa. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

a.  Workshop Meeting – 03/09/2022 as submitted. 

b.  Regular Meeting – 03/25/2022 as submitted. 

 

     Motion by Councilman Cote, seconded by Councilwoman Bonanno, and approved on roll call 

     vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy;  ABSTAIN –   

     Councilman Fabula 

 

ENGINEER’S REPORT: 

 

a.   Water Storage Tank Project – Project is complete – the only outstanding issues are the speakers     

      and the chimes. The contractor needs to figure out what the problem is and why the chimes are 

      and speakers are not working. 

 

b.   Ridge Road Improvement Project – NJDOT approved the resolution adopted by the Township 

      Council on March 9, 2022. The project may move forward. He will get back to the Township  

      Council on a start date. Letters will be hand delivered to the local residents who live on that  

      road. Riverview Contracting was also asked to provide a quote for Bountiful Drive  

      improvements and improvements to the Municipal Building Parking Lot.  

 

c.   Water System Resiliency Plan and Risk Assessment – The plan is now in place and the  

      Water/Sewer Dept. has it on file.  

 

d.   Homeland Towers – Construction has not yet started  – AT&T has some loose ends to  

      complete and some construction issues. There is also a second carrier being considered for the       

      tower. 

 

e.   Sand Filter Replacement at Wastewater Treatment Plant – Work has started on this project. A 

      letter of intent has been prepared and will be submitted to the New Jersey Infrastructure Bank      

      (formerly the New Jersey Environmental Infrastructure Financing Program). 
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     Councilman Cote suggested that the sludge grinder also be included as part of this project. 

  

f.   Air Quality Permits – Permits were filed with the State of New Jersey for the emergency  

     generators at the Water/Sewer Department. 

   

Engineer Sterbenz reviewed the zoning permits that have been issued for the month of March and 

provided a status of the current zoning issues that are pending. 

 

Engr. Sterbenz stated that the NJDOT Municipal Aid applications will be due in July.  He 

recommended that some thought be given to the next project that may need to be undertaken. 

There may also be funding for paths.  He stated that he will reach out to the local aid program to 

verify.  The other possible funding opportunity may be the traffic signal at Ridge Road and Route 

517.  Mr. Sterbenz stated that he will reach out to Warren County to see that status of this project. 

 

Engr. Sterbenz stated that he had spoken to Mr. Drake regarding electrical work that was being 

done on the property.  This work did not require a permit because it was a repair to an existing 

service that was cut by a contractor.  There was a temporary fix, but the repair has now been made 

permanent and permitting was not required by the Construction Office.   

 

It was suggested that the Municipal Clerk discuss this matter with the Construction Official to 

confirm that a permit was not required and report back to the Township Council. 

 

Engr. Sterbenz stated that PVPOA is seeking approval to remove 1,172 dead ash trees on common 

property.  He stated that if there are no objections from the Township Council he will process 

the application and will meet with PVPOA to determine if a reforestation plan will be required. 

PVPOA will pay for the permit in accordance with the tree removal ordinance. 

 

There were no objections from the Township Council to work with PVPOA on the tree removal 

permit and possible reforestation project. 

 

ATTORNEY’S REPORT: 

 

a.   Altice – Status of PEG (Public, Educational and Government) Grant Money – when the BPU  

      issues a Certificate of Approval then Altice will send $1,500.00 to the municipality and  

      $500.00 per year thereafter – the cap is $6,000.00. 

 

      Attorney Beilin stated that there were service issues with Altice. He suggested that all the 

      complaints be streamlined so the municipality knows what the complaints are and where 

      there are service problems.  He recommended that the complaints be forwarded to him so 

      he could contact Altice. 

 

      Matt Begley, General Manager for PVPOA, was present and stated that Altice  

      was to upgrade their services.  Altice has not requested easement agreements for their 

      fiber optic services.  These upgrades were part of the negotiation process with the franchise 

      renewal. 

  

      Mayor Tuohy stated that the internet service provided to the municipality is inadequate 

      for the municipal building. This was discovered when the upgrade to the phone system 
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     was being reviewed.   

 

     Mayor Tuohy advised that she is also trying to contact Planet Networks to discuss internet  

     service for residents of Allamuchy Township.  She would like to set up a meeting with  

     Allamuchy School Superintendent Dr. Sabol as Planet Networks would come into Allamuchy if  

     they were able to provide internet service to the school.  

 

b.  1 Oakcrest – A complaint was signed for a violation of the Vacant Property Registration 

     ordinance.  A court date is pending. 

  

ADOPTION OF THE 2022 MUNICIPAL BUDGET (ATTACHMENT 1). 

 

James Kozimor, CFO, was present and stated that Man Lee, Auditor from Nisivoccia, was present 

to answer any questions regarding the 2022 Municipal Budget. 

 

Mr. Kozimor stated that the increase on an average assessed home of $255,000.00 is $7.06. 

The budget was approved by the State.  It is a good budget – providing for capital and still being 

able to pay off some bonds. 

 

At this time, the public hearing on the 2022 Municipal Budget was opened to the public. 

 

There were no comments from the public and the public hearing was closed. 

 

Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilman Cote, carried to adopt the 2022 

Municipal Budget as read by the Municipal Clerk.  Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons 

Cote, Bonanno, Fabula, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy.   

 

ADOPTION OF THE 2022 SOLID WASTE BUDGET (ATTACHMENT 2). 

 

At this time, the public hearing on the 2022 Solid Waste Budget was opened to the public. 

 

There were no comments from the public and the public hearing was closed. 

 

Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilman Cote, carried to adopt the 2022 

Solid Waste Budget as read by the Municipal Clerk.  Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons 

Cote, Bonanno, Fabula, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy.  

 

MAYOR’S REPORT: 

 

a.  Musconetcong Watershed Association – Mayor Tuohy advised that she had endorsed a letter 

     of support to develop a Watershed Implementation Plan. This plan is committed to reduce 

     non-point source pollution and improve water quality.   

 

b.  Fire Department – Resolving some issues with the 2022 budget. The MOU was sent to the Fire 

     Department for review – when it is returned it will be sent to the Township Council for review. 

     The new firetruck “push-in” was held and there was active shooter training sponsored by the  

     AGFAS immediately following.  Councilman Cote and Councilman Fabula were also in 

     attendance.  
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c.  Celebrate the Arts – Rutherfurd Hall Foundation - May 12th to May 22nd, 2022.  The gala tickets   

     for May 12th are almost sold out.   

 

d.  1st Green Team Meeting – Claire Arcaro, Chair of the Green Team, was present and stated 

     that there are several new members that are very active.  They will assist with attending events  

     and handing out the re-useable Allamuchy logo bags.  

 

     Mayor Tuohy stated that she wanted to clarify that the Green Team falls under the  

     Environmental Commission.  She split the Green Team from the Environmental Commission 

     but both are considered co-equals.  The minutes from the Green Team will be approved at the  

     next meeting.   

 

     Ms. Arcaro stated that a lot of support has been received from Hope Township.  She will be    

     attending the Green Fair at Hope on April 30, 2022.  She also stated that she has been working  

     with the Allamuchy School/Rutherfurd Hall on the community garden – she helped write a  

     grant and the grant was awarded by the NJEA in the amount of $2,000.00.  There will also be  

     an outdoor classroom which will consists of planting bulbs, herbs and composting techniques. 

 

e.  Spring Clean-Up Day – April 30th – 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

 

f.  Disposal of Rescue Vehicle – The Township owns the vehicle that was being replaced.  

    She just wanted to confirm that the Township will auction the vehicle and any proceeds will 

    be placed into a fund for vehicle replacement.        

    

  TOWNSHIP COUNCIL REPORTS: 

 

 Councilman Cote – A seasonal employee was hired for DPW – Ted Stevenfield;  The cabinets are        

 in for the Water and Sewer Department and are scheduled to be installed May 19th and the   

 countertops are scheduled for May 23rd.   

  

 Councilwoman Bonanno – A response has not been received from Altice.  The grant money 

 appears to apply for a live studio which does not seem to be the direction of the Township. 

 She questioned if the money could be used for something else like live streaming of the   

 Township Council minutes.  

 

 Attorney Beilin stated that he will find out if that grant money could be used for live streaming. 

 

 Councilman Quinoa – No Report. 

 

 Councilman Fabula – The new phone system will be LTE based – there is a setup fee of $550.00. 

 The monthly fee will be $385.00.  This will be a one-year contract which will give the municipality 

 time to explore additional options and internet capabilities.  Monmouth Telecom will be  

 the vendor for this service and the contract needs to be executed by May 1, 2022.   

 

 Motion by Councilman Fabula, seconded by Councilman Cote, carried to authorize Mayor Tuohy 

 to execute the contract with Monmouth Telecom for a one-year period for LTE service as  

 discussed.  Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Fabula, Quinoa and Mayor  

 Tuohy.      
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 ACCEPTANCE OF BOARD/COMMISSION REPORTS: 

 

a.   ATVFD – March, 2022. 

b.   Green Team Minutes – April 12, 2022. 

 

Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilman Cote, and approved on roll call vote: 

AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Fabula, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy. 

 MUNICIPAL CLERK’S REPORT:  

 

a.  Approval of Raffle Application – Abilities of Northwest New Jersey – Event to be held June   

     27, 2022 – Off-Premise Raffle to be held at the Panther Valley Golf and Country Club. 

 

    Motion by Mayor Tuohy, seconded by Councilman Cote, and approved on roll call vote:   

    AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Fabula, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy. 

 

b.   Liquor License Applications – Approval resolution will be listed for the June workshop meeting 

     agenda. 

c.   Warren County Cultural and Heritage Affairs – A letter was received regarding the Bicentennial 

Historic Marker Grant Program in honor of the County of Warren's Bicentennial in 2025. This 

matter will be placed on the June workshop meeting agenda. 

PUBLIC SESSION: 

 

There were no comments from the public and the public session was closed. 

    

ORDINANCES – FIRST READING: 

 

a.   # 2022-05 – ORDINANCE OF THE ALLAMUCHY TOWNSHIP MAYOR AND     
                        COUNCIL CONCERNING POSITION OF TAX COLLECTOR.  
 

     Motion by Councilman Cote, seconded by Councilman Quinoa, carried to introduce  

     Ordinance # 2022-05 on first reading.  Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, 

     Bonanno, Fabula, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy.  

 

b.   # 2022-06 –  ORDINANCE OF THE ALLAMUCHY TOWNSHIP MAYOR AND COUNCIL    
                         DISSOLVING VISION COMMITTEE, AND REPEALING CHAPTER 10,  
                         ARTICLE IV OF THE ALLAMUCHY TOWNSHIP CODE. 
    

     Motion by Councilwoman Bonanno, seconded by Councilman Cote, carried to introduce  

     Ordinance # 2022-06 on first reading. 

 

     Mayor Tuohy stated that the purpose of this ordinance is to repeal the Vision Committee  

     because it is difficult for people to show up for these meetings.  She feels the best way to 

     handle moving Allamuchy forward is to select people who have an interest in moving   

     Allamuchy forward and to tie it into the Allamuchy 150 event – past, present and  

     future.  

 

     Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Fabula, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy. 
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RESOLUTIONS: 

 

a.  # 2022-39 – Resolution Appointing Tax Collector (ATTACHMENT 3). 

 

     Motion by Councilman Cote, seconded by Councilman Quinoa, and approved on roll call vote: 

     AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Fabula, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy.  

 

b.  # 2022-40 – Redemption of Tax Sale Certificate # 20-03 – Bala Partners, LLC – Block 725 Lot   

                          61; CP 213 – 23 Marsh Hawk in the amount of $28,251.18 (ATTACHMENT 4). 

 

      Motion by Councilman Cote, seconded by Councilman Quinoa, and approved on roll call vote: 

      AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Fabula, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy.  

 

OTHER/NEW BUSINESS:  None. 

 

PAYMENT OF BILLS (ATTACHMENT 5). 

 

Motion by Councilman Cote, seconded by Councilwoman Bonanno, and approved on roll call 

vote: AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Fabula, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION – 7:45 P.M. 

 

a.  # 2022-41 – Resolution to go into executive session at 7:45 p.m. (ATTACHMENT 6). 

 

    Motion by Councilman Cote, seconded by Councilman Quinoa, and approved on roll call vote: 

    AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Fabula, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy.  

 

Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilman Cote, carried to go out of executive 

session at 8:00 p.m.  Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Fabula, Quinoa and 

Mayor Tuohy.  

 

Mayor Tuohy advised that an executive session was conducted to discuss contract negotiations.  

The minutes of the session will be made available at such time as required under the Open Public 

Meetings Act.  

 

ADJOURNMENT – 8:05 P.M. 

 

Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilman Cote, carried to go out of executive 

session at 8:05 p.m.  Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Fabula, Quinoa and 

Mayor Tuohy.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Anne Marie Tracy, Municipal Clerk 

 

 

Rosemary Tuohy, Mayor 

 


