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MINUTES OF THE WORKSHOP MEETING OF THE ALLAMUCHY TOWNSHIP COUNCIL                      

                                              HELD ON APRIL 10, 2024 AT 6:30 P.M. 

 

 

The Township Council convened the workshop meeting in person at 6:30 P.M. on April 10, 2024. 

The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

A moment of silence was held at this time for personal intentions.  Mayor Tuohy requested that 

everyone keep the Freeborn Family in their prayers as a family member has passed away.  

 

The Municipal Clerk announced that adequate notice of the time, place, and manner of this in-person  

Council meeting has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:   

(1)  posting said notice on the municipal building bulletin board.  

(2)  emailing said notice to the press and all others who have requested it. 

(3) posting on the official Town website. 

 

1.    PRESENT:   Mayor Tuohy, Councilwoman Bonanno, Councilwoman Chamberlin, and  

                           Councilman Fabula;  ABSENT – Councilman Quinoa. 

                            

                           Township Administrator Tatarenko and Attorney Beilin were also present.  

                      

2.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

      a.  Regular Meeting – 03/27/2024.  

    

           Motion by Councilman Fabula, seconded by Councilwoman Chamberlin, carried to 

           approve the 03/27/2024 minutes as presented.  Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons 

           Chamberlin, Fabula, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy;  ABSENT – Councilman Quinoa.    

                 

3.   MAYOR/ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: 

 

a.   Special Municipal Services District (SMSD) Budget:  

 

Matt Begley, General Manager for PVPOA, was present to review the SMSD Budget with the Mayor 

and Council.   

 

Mr. Begley advised that there is $271,000.00 in surplus.  A loan was refunded in the amount of 

$123,000.00 for road improvements. The road reserve was able to be funded in the amount of 

$750,000.00 and recreation reserves in the amount of $50,000.  There was an increase in the street 

sweeping budget in anticipation of new regulations.   

 

Mr. Begley stated that the trash collection budget was increased to $530,000. The SMSD 

budget incorporates the minimum wage increase for lifeguards and summer operations.  It also 

includes funding contingency for snow removal in the amount of $141,000.00. 

 

Mr. Begley advised that every one of the SMSD Villages has had either no increase or a 

reduction in taxes.  The only increase is in Village 1.  There are six individuals that live in  

the 216 units in Village 1 that are completely exempt from paying taxes due to disabled 
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veteran status. This Village will have a $5.00 increase annually to pick up the difference of the 

exemptions.   Mr. Begley added that there were some Villages that are decreasing 

$200 in taxes. 

 

  Mr. Begley stated that PVPOA has the capability of completely funding the snow contingency 

  reserves.   In the Villages that were decreased, one year of snow reserves have already 

  been completely funded. 

 

 Mr. Begley, in closing, stated that the PVPOA is very pleased with this budget and the 

 property owners should also be pleased with it.  

 

 There were no comments or questions from the Township Council. 

 

b.   Warren County Commissioner’s Meeting – Mayor Tuohy advised that the Warren County    

     Commissioners will be holding their meeting at the Allamuchy Township Municipal  

     Building on 04/23/2024 at 6:00 p.m.  This is their monthly meeting.  The Mayor stated that 

     she would like the Council Members to attend if possible. 

 

c.   Rutherfurd Hall - April 21, 2024 – the second concert of a three-part Jazz Series will be held  

 between 2:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. at Rutherfurd Hall.  The cost is $35.00 per person and tickets 

 could be purchased at RutherfurdHall.org.   

 

d.   April 27, 2024 – Spring Clean-up Day will be held at the Allamuchy DPW Garage, 7 Freeborn 

  Lane, Allamuchy, N.J.  The hours are 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

 

e.   May 4, 2024 – Rutherfurd Hall Foundation will be hosting Jersey Sound which is a 50’s band. 

    There will be antique cars, contests, etc.  Proceeds will benefit capital improvements at Rutherfurd 

 Hall. 

 

f.    May 18, 2024 – A town-wide shredding event will be held at the Allamuchy Township 

     Municipal Building between the hours of 12:00 p.m. and 3:00 p.m. 

 

g.   June 8, 2024 – A townwide yard sale will be held.  The Panther Valley Mall parking lot may not 

 be used.  The Township will be partnering with the Ecumenical Church and money raised 

  will go to the food pantry and food drive.  The church will also be hosting their chicken dinner. 

The rain date is June 15, 2024. 

 

h.   Planner Committee Meeting – Mayor Tuohy advised that interviews for a Municipal Planner 

     will take place on April 11, 2024. 

     
               

4.   ATTORNEY’S REPORT:  

 

a.   State Development and Redevelopment Plan – Attorney Beilin advised that a letter dated 

     04/03/2024 was received from the New Jersey State Planning Commission regarding 

     an update to the State Development and Redevelopment Plan. 
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  The municipality must ascertain if the Township is 100% in conformance with the Highlands 

  Regional Master Plan.  Municipalities that are 100% in conformance with the Highlands 

  Regional Master Plan will be represented by the Highlands Council.  Municipalities 

  that are represented by the Highlands Council may request grant funding to assist in the 

  process.  

   

  Mayor Tuohy questioned what the advantages are of being represented by the Highlands 

  Council.  She questioned if the Township could be represented by someone other than 

  the Highlands Council. 

 

Attorney Beilin stated that he believes the only two options are to be represented by the 

Highlands Council or by the County.   

 

  The municipality has until May 15, 2024 to decide whether the Highlands Council 

  or Warren County is to represent the Township.   

 

b.   Affordable Housing – Attorney Beilin advised that because of the Affordable Housing 

     Reform and Fourth Round Affordable Housing obligations, there are certain deadlines that need 

     to be adhered to.  The first deadline is June 18, 2024 where all municipalities are required 

  to provide to DCA a detailed accounting of all non-residential development fees collected 

  and expended.   

 

  Attorney Beilin stated that by September 16, 2024 all municipalities are required to provide 

  to DCA a detailed accounting of all residential development fees (and/or Payments in Lieu            

of constructing affordable housing).  The municipality must also report the number of affordable 

housing units constructed, characteristics of the affordable housing, construction starts, 

certificates of occupancy granted, start and expiration of deed restrictions, residential and non- 

residential development fees collected and expended and the current balance in the Affordable 

Housing Trust Fund.  The Attorney advised that the regulations are still in process.   

 

c.   Drake Matter – Mayor Tuohy questioned the status of the Drake matter. 

 

 Attorney Beilin advised that he is waiting for a schedule from the State. 

 

d.   Master Plan Update – Mayor Tuohy questioned the status of the Master Plan. 

 

  Attorney Beilin advised that he has started on the ordinance revisions.  He addressed Bed and 

Breakfast as a permitted use in the agricultural zone and he changed the definition of agriculture 

to agribusiness. Attorney Beilin stated that there are certain lots along Route 517 that need to be 

reviewed. He needs to ascertain the lots in question and review the zoning for those lots. 

 

  Attorney Beilin stated that he should have the draft ordinance revisions prepared for the 

  next Township Council meeting. 

 

e.   1 Oakcrest Drive - Councilwoman Chamberlin stated that the vacant home located at 1 Oakcrest 

Drive has been in a state of disrepair since the fire that occurred in June, 2018. There are garbage  

bags on the property by the large trees and the home is in a horrible state.  There is a 
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tax sale certificate on the property that was issued in 2021. The property is an eyesore, and the 

municipality is trying to remedy this situation. 

 

5.   BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT:  

 

      Mayor Tuohy advised that the public hearing on the 2024 Municipal Budget will be held 

      April 24, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. 

       

6.   CORRESPONDENCE: 

 

a.   State of New Jersey – DOT Pavement Preservation Project – Route 80 EB – Mile Post 

12.80 to 27.25 (Hope Township to Netcong). 

 

   7.   MUNICIPAL CLERK’S REPORT: 

     

      The municipal clerk advised that the Financial Disclosure Statements must be filed by 04/30/2024. 

      Information will be emailed to the Boards and Commissions.    
 

  8.   PUBLIC SESSION:  

 

      None. 

             

    9.   ORDINANCES – First Reading/Introduction:  

 

          None.  

           

    10.   ORDINANCES - Second Reading and Public Hearing:  

 

       a.  # 2024-04 – AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ALLAMUCHY, COUNTY OF 

                                WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, VACATING DRAINAGE EASEMENT 

                                OF BLOCK 105, LOT 8  

 

            (This Block and Lot is known as 101 Gibbs Road). 

 

     Motion by Councilman Fabula, seconded by Councilwoman Bonanno, carried to adopt Ordinance 

     # 2024-04 on second reading.   

 

     At this time the meeting was opened to the public. 

 

     There were no comments or objections from the public and the public hearing was closed. 

 

     Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Chamberlin, Fabula, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy; 

     ABSENT – Councilman Quinoa.  

 

    11.   RESOLUTIONS – CONSENT AGENDA:   

 

            Resolutions on Consent Agenda List are considered routine and non-controversial by     

       the Township Council and will be approved by one motion (one vote).  There will be no  
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       separate discussion or debate on each of these resolutions except for the possibility of  

       briefly clarifying statements which may be offered. If one or more council members  

       requests, any individual resolution on the consent agenda may be removed from the    

       Consent Agenda List and acted on separately. 

 

 a.  # 2024-53 -  RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF    

                                 ALLAMUCHY AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR THE   

                                 PURCHASE OF COPIERS & MULTI-FUNCTION DEVICES:  PURCHASE,  

                                 LEASEE, COST PER COPY, MAINTENANCE, SUPPLIES AND MANAGED  

                                 PRINT SERVICES OFF THE NEW JERSEY STATE CONTRACT AND  

                                 AUTHORIZING THE EXPENDITURE FROM THE AMERICAN RESCUE  

                                 PLAN FUNDS (AMERICAN DOCUMENT SOLUTIONS). 

 
   b.  # 2024-54 -  RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF         

                         ALLAMUCHY AUTHORIZING THE PARTICIPATION IN THE ASSISTANCE  

                            TO FIREFIGHTER GRANT (AFG). 

 

   c.  # 2024-55 - GRANT AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE ALLAMUCHY VOLUNTEER FIRE  

                            DEPARTMENT AND THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY BY AND FOR THE  

                            DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION - GRANT IDENTIFIER:  

                            VFA 2023-00021. 

 

        d.  # 2024-56 - RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE 2024 SPECIAL MUNICIPAL 

                                 SERVICES DISTRICT (SMSD) BUDGET.  

 

        e.  # 2024-57 - RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE CYBER SECURITY INCIDENT 

                                 RESPONSE PLAN. 

 

        f.  # 2024-58 -  RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF  

                                 ALLAMUCHY AUTHORIZING THE PARTICIPATION IN THE STAFFING FOR  

                                 ADEQUATE FIRE AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE (SAFER) GRANT. 

 

  g.  # 2024-59 - RESOLUTION OF THE ALLAMUCHY TOWNSHIP COUNCIL  

                           ESTABLISHING THE 2024 SALARIES FOR OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  

                              OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ALLAMUCHY. 
 

              Motion by Councilwoman Chamberlin, seconded by Councilwoman Bonanno, carried to 

              approve Resolution # 2024-53 to Resolution # 2024-59 as presented.  Roll call vote: AYES –  

              Councilpersons Chamberlin, Fabula, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy;  ABSENT – Councilman Quinoa. 

             
     12.   NEW BUSINESS/OTHER BUSINESS:   

 

a.    IT Update – Mayor Tuohy advised that most of the wiring has been completed for IT upgrades.  

 The internet will be down on 04/12/2024 to complete the server upgrades.  

                        

     13.   OLD BUSINESS:  

 

  a.   Internet Service for non-serviced areas – No update. 

       b.   W/S Capital Improvements Grant Submission 

                 c.   Ordinance(s) Review – General Code to provide a proposal for review work. 

  d.   Sand Filter Replacement Project 

  e.   Open Space and Recreation Plan 

    f.   Rails to Trails Project 
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       14.   PAYMENT OF BILLS (ATTACHMENT): 

               Motion by Councilwoman Bonanno, seconded by Councilwoman Chamberlin, carried to approve 

               the bill list as amended: 

 

               Remove PO # 2024-00428 – Treasurer, State of New Jersey – Lab Certification Renewal - $976.00.  This 

               expenditure was paid with the P-Card. 

 

               Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Chamberlin, Fabula, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy; 

               ABSENT – Councilman Quinoa. 

 

       15.   PUBLIC SESSION 

 

               There were no comments from the public and the public session was closed.   

 

  16.   RESOLUTION FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION:  None.  

 

    17.   ADJOURNMENT – 6:53 P.M. 

 

        There being no further business, motion by Councilman Fabula, seconded by Councilwoman Bonanno,  

        carried to adjourn at 6:53 p.m. Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Chamberlin, Fabula, Bonanno, 

        and Mayor Tuohy; ABSENT – Councilman Quinoa.  

 

 

 Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 Anne Marie Tracy, Municipal Clerk 

 

 

 Rosemary Tuohy, Mayor 


