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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE ALLAMUCHY TOWNSHIP 

COUNCIL HELD AUGUST 29, 2022 AT 6:30 P.M. 

Mayor Tuohy called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. 

 

The Township Council convened in open session at 6:30 PM. The meeting opened with the Pledge 

of Allegiance followed by a moment of silence.  

  

Mayor Tuohy announced that adequate notice of the time, place and manner of this in-person 

Council meeting has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:   

 

(1)  posting said notice on the municipal building bulletin board.  

(2)  emailing said notice to the press and all others who have requested it. 

(3)  posting on the official Town website. 

 

Roll Call Vote:  PRESENT – Mayor Tuohy, Councilwoman Bonanno, Councilman Cote,  

                                                 and Councilman Quinoa;  ABSENT- Councilman Fabula. 

 

ENGINEER’S REPORT: 

 

a.  Water Storage Tank – The amplifier was replaced, and the speakers are operational.  A final 

     payment to the contractor will be processed at the September Council meeting to close the  

     project out. 

 

b.  Ridge Road Improvement Project – All work has been completed.  The project has been closed   

     out.    

 

c.  Homeland Towers Monopole Installation – The first lease payment has been received in  

     August, 2022. 

 

d.  Air Quality Permits – Pump Station 1 Generator – Permit has been filed. 

 

e.  NJPDES Permit Renewal – The permit is being prepared and will be filed by the end of 2022. 

 

f.   NJDEP Grant Submission – Funding application was filed with the NJDEP to replace the sand 

     filter on June 30, 2022.  The funding application for the replacement of the 60,000 gallon      

     storage tank was filed on July 26, 2022.  

 

g.  Bountiful Drive Paving/Municipal Parking Lot Repaving – A meeting was held with South  

     State Inc. on June 30th regarding these projects.  It is anticipated that this project may be 

     done October, 2022.  It will be stressed to the contractor that the paving has to be done no later  

     than October. 

 

h.  Sand Filter Replacement Project – A report was received from Evoqua regarding the current  

     condition of the sand filter.  The report outlined maintenance and capital work that must be  

     performed to keep the filter operating.  The Township Council authorized Engr. Sterbenz to  

     work with the Plant Operator on the recommendations and prepare a report.  The electric     

     service is very antiquated and needs to be corrected.   
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Mayor Tuohy advised that she will be removing two items from the agenda.  The items will 

be moved to the 09/14/22 workshop meeting agenda: 

 

a.  Soil Importation Ordinance 

b.  2022 Salary Increase Resolution  

 

ATTORNEY’S REPORT:  

 

a.  Appeal was filed regarding the reassignment of the NJDEP Stormwater Management Permit  

     to Tier A from Tier B for the municipality.  Attorney Beilin advised that confirmation was    

     received from the NJDEP that the appeal was received and filed. 

 

b.  Correspondence was received from CGP&H, LLC (Community Grants Planning and Housing)  

     that this company will no longer assist the owner of 13 Old Farm Drive, LLC who owns  

     13 COAH rental units in Allamuchy Township. CGP&H will continue to assist the municipality  

     with COAH related issues. 

 

c.  A letter was received from the Law Offices of Lavery, Selvaggi, Abromitis and Cohen –  

     Attorney Abromitis who represents PVPOA with regard to Lake Eagle Rock. PVPOA is  

     in litigation with adjacent property owners -Estates of Trzeciakiewicz/Penkol.  This matter 

     will be referred to Engineer Sterbenz for review.   

 

Motion by Mayor Tuohy, seconded by Councilman Cote, carried to authorize the Municipal Clerk 

place the correspondence from CGP&H and Abromitis in the Correspondence Manual.  All in 

favor with the exception of Councilman Fabula who was absent. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

a.  Workshop Meeting – 07/13/2022 as submitted. 

b.  Regular Meeting – 07/27/2022 as submitted. 

 

Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilman Cote, and approved on roll call vote:  

AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy;  ABSENT – Councilman 

Fabula.  

 

MAYOR’S REPORT: 

 

a.  State of NJ Highlands Water Protection & Planning Council Letter – A grant was received to  

     update our Green Acres and Open Space Plan for $17,000 

 b.  Allamuchy Township Green Team Shredding Event on October 15, 2022 from 1pm to 4pm  at   

     Town Hall.   

c.  Community Yard Sale September 17, 2022 – Rain Date September 18 

d.  Storm Water Management Township moved from Tier B to Tier A - Appeal Pending 

e.  Mayor’s Conference being hosted by Mayor McDonough of Hope Township with State Police 

     Hope Commander, Gregory Redden 

f.   Letter received from NJ DEP regarding Green Acres encroachments 

g.  Warren200 Concert Event on September 1 - You're Invited! 

h.  Letter in Support of Warren County 2024-2025 NJTPA Subregional Study Grant Application 
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Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilwoman Bonanno, carried to accept the emails 

and correspondence presented by Mayor Tuohy, and that they be included in the correspondence 

manual.   

 

All in favor with the exception of Councilman Fabula who was absent. 

 

ACCEPTANCE OF BOARD/COMMISSION REPORTS: JULY, 2022. 

a.  DPW  

b.  Water/Sewer Plant 

c.  Water/Sewer Finance 

d.  ATVFD 

e.  Green Team   

 

     Claire Arcaro, Chairperson of the Green Team, was present and stated that several grants have  

     been received to make the community garden historically correct.  The brush was cleared to  

     make access easier to the community garden.  There will be events in October with the NJ  

     Audubon Society for the children and adults.   

 

     Ms. Arcaro stated that the biggest accomplishment would be to become Wildlife Habitat  

     Certified. There are 68 residences so far that have filed but 150 are needed.  Allamuchy would  

     be 6th in the State of New Jersey to get certified if 150 certifications are received. 

 

     Ms. Arcaro stated that a representative of Rutgers University has contacted her regarding the  

     sharing of grant money that was received to do a study to see how to reduce the amount of 

     water running into the Delaware River.  Rutgers will create an architectural report and 

     blueprints.  With the $5,000 grant and with help of some of the vendors this project could be  

     completed.          

 

f.   Animal Control Officer 

g.  Tax Collector 

 

Motion by Councilwoman Bonanno, seconded by Councilman Cote, and approved on roll call 

vote:  AYES – All in favor;  ABSENT – Councilman Fabula.  

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 

a.  Fire Department Committee – Auction of Rescue Fire Truck: 

 

     Mayor Tuohy stated that she would like to discuss if the Fire Department would want to take    

      the rescue engine to the Firemen’s Convention in September in Wildwood, NJ.  It may have a 

         better chance of getting sold there.  The Fire Department could receive a small percentage as a n 

      incentive to sell the truck. If the fire truck is sold the percentage to the Fire department would 

     go into the capital fund and not the Fire Department Support Organization fund. 

 

     There were no objections from the Township Council for the Fire Department to take the 

     vehicle to the Firemen’s Convention for a possible sale.  Mayor Tuohy stated that she will 

     discuss this matter further with the Fire Chief.   

 

 



Page 4 of 7 

 

 

 

b.  Ordinance Committee – Councilman Quinoa stated that he will be setting up a meeting with the 

     Fire Chief to review the Fire Department Ordinance before it is being presented to the  

     Township Council. 

 

     The Property Maintenance Code/Tree Removal Ordinance is still being worked on. 

 

c.  DPW Committee – Councilman Cote advised that the catch basin on Dallarda Drive had 7 dead 

     trees removed and the basin was cleaned out.  The homeowner adjacent to the catch basin was  

     made aware that he needs to keep the area clean and free of debris. 

 

     Councilman Cote stated that the drainage work on Bountiful Drive has been completed. 

     DPW has created a path for the water to follow and the one drain has been sealed off which 

     Is believed to have been created by the homeowner at the time. 

      

     Mayor Tuohy stated that the Land Use Board is re-evaluating the Master Plan and there have 

     been some changes, additions and deletions.  The next discussion will be held at the  

     September 22, 2022 Land Use Board meeting.   

        

  MUNICIPAL CLERK’S REPORT : 

  

a.  2023 Asset Inventory/Insurance Renewal Documents have been submitted to the insurance 

     company on August 15, 2022.  The agent had contacted and advised that the documents were 

     in order and complete.   

 

b.  Approval of Raffle Application – The House of Good Shepherd – Event to be held 

     at the PVG&CC – 09/19/2022 – 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  

 

     Motion by Mayor Tuohy, seconded by Councilman Cote, and approved on roll call vote: 

     AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy;  ABSENT – Councilman 

     Fabula.  

 

PUBLIC SESSION: 

 

a.  Marlene Ottimo, 178 Goldfinch Court, was present and stated that the property owners will be  

     requesting the NJDEP to enforce the settlement agreement with the adjacent property owner   

     regarding Lake Eagle Rock.  The residents will also be contacting the legislature for assistance     

     with this matter. 

 

     Lynn Niro, 103 Indigo Road, was present and questioned who the owner of Lake Eagle Rock is. 

 

     Mayor Tuohy stated that she is waiting for a copy of the title work.  It is believed that it reverts 

     back to the original corporation which is no longer in existence. 

 

     Joyce McMahon, 315 Redtail Hawk, questioned the status of the taxes on the Lake.  She  

     stated that if someone buys the lien on the property or pays the taxes is the property considered 

     sold.  

 

     Mayor Tuohy advised that the lienholder would need to foreclose on the Lake in order to take    

     ownership.  There is a process that needs to be followed.  
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     Pat Holdt, 97 Goldfinch Place, questioned if the letter from Attorney Abromitis was available   

     to the public. 

 

     Mayor Tuohy advised the letter is a public document and an OPRA request needs to be  

     completed in order to get a copy. 

 

     There being no further comments, Mayor Tuohy closed the public session. 

 

ORDINANCES – FIRST READING: 

 

None. 

 

 

ORDINANCES – SECOND READING: 

 

None. 

 

RESOLUTIONS:   

 

a. # 2022-58 - Resolution Authorizing the Hiring of Software Development Specialist 1 

(ATTACHMENT 1). 

Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilman Cote, and approved on roll call vote: 

AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy;  ABSENT – Councilman 

Fabula.   

 

b. # 2022-59 - Resolution Appointing Tax Collector (ATTACHMENT2). 

Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilman Cote, carried to accept the resignation 

of Lydia Blide effective August 31, 2022.  Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, 

Bonanno, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy;  ABSENT – Councilman Fabula.  

 

Motion by Councilwoman Bonanno, seconded by Councilman Cote, carried to approve 

resolution # 2022-59 as presented.  Roll call vote: AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, 

Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy;  ABSENT – Councilman Fabula.  

  

c. # 2022-60 - Resolution Authorizing Private Sale of Township Property No Longer Needed 

for Municipal Purpose (Sale to Bedminster Township of DPW Shelving) 

(ATTACHMENT 3). 

Motion by Councilman Cote, seconded by Councilman Quinoa, and approved on roll call vote: 

AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy;  ABSENT – Councilman 

Fabula.   

 

d. # 2022-61 - Resolution Authorizing the Hiring Laborer 1 for the Allamuchy Water & 

Sewer Department (ATTACHMENT 4). 

Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilman Cote, and approved on roll call vote: 
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AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy;  ABSENT – Councilman 

Fabula.   

 

e. # 2022-62 - Resolution Opposing the Proposed Increase to the State Health Benefits Program 

(ATTACHMENT 5). 

  

    Motion by Councilman Cote, seconded by Councilwoman Bonanno, and approved on roll call  

    vote: AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy;  ABSENT –  

    Councilman Fabula.   

  

f. # 2022-63 - Resolution for Shared Services Agreement with Independence Township 

on paving of Bountiful Drive (ATTACHMENT 6). 

Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilman Cote, and approved on roll call vote: 

AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy;  ABSENT – Councilman 

Fabula.   

 

g. # 2022-64 Resolution Authorizing Allamuchy Township Water and Sewer Utilities to 

become a Member of NJWCPS (ATTACHMENT 7). 

Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilman Cote, and approved on roll call vote: 

AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy;  ABSENT – Councilman 

Fabula.   

 

OTHER/NEW BUSINESS:   

 

a.  Review and adopt Department Policy and Procedures for Finance Department including the 

     use of the P-Card – Councilman Quinoa will work with the Finance Department to implement 

     policies and procedures. 

 

b.  Adoption of the Vehicle Accident Policy Procedure provided by Statewide Insurance Fund. 

 

     Motion by Councilwoman Bonanno, seconded by Councilman Cote, and approved on roll call 

     vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy;  ABSENT –    

     Councilman Fabula.  

 

     Mayor Tuohy advised that the Vehicle Accident Policy Procedure will be provided to the 

     departments and it will be made part of the Personnel/Employee Manual.     

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

a. Internet Service for Non-Serviced Areas – Continued. 

b. ATVFD Ordinance – Continued. 

   c.  W/S Utilities Capital Improvements – Grants have been submitted. 
   d.  Warren County Division of Cultural Heritage Affairs Historical Markers – Charles 
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Fineran will be discussing this matter further at the September, 2022 Workshop 

Meeting.  

   e.  Property Maintenance/Right-of-Way Ordinance – This matter will be placed on the 
September workshop agenda for further discussion. 

   f.   Cannabis Committee – Councilwoman Bonanno stated that she has scheduled 

Ronald Mondello, Esq. to appear before the Township Council on 09/14/2022. 
        Mr. Mondello will be presenting an informative Power Point Municipal Cannabis 

        seminar. 
   g.  Quaker Church Cemetery – Mayor Tuohy stated that she will be seeking volunteers 

to help with the cleanup and maintenance of this cemetery periodically.  She wanted 

to thank the Gibbs Family whose son mowed and performed some maintenance on 
the cemetery.   

    
   PAYMENT OF BILLS AND ADD-ON LIST (ATTACHMENT 8). 

 

  Motion by Councilwoman Bonanno, seconded by Councilman Cote, and approved on roll call     

  vote: AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy;  ABSTAIN – 

  Councilman Fabula. 

  

  ADJOURNMENT – 7:30 P.M. 

 

  Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilman Cote, carried to adjourn at 7:30 p.m.    

  Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Fabula, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy.  

  

   

  Respectfully Submitted, 

 

  

  Anne Marie Tracy, Municipal Clerk 

 

    

   Rosemary Tuohy, Mayor 


