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MINUTES OF THE WORKSHOP MEETING OF THE ALLAMUCHY TOWNSHIP COUNCIL                      

                                              HELD ON FEBRUARY 14, 2024 AT 6:30 P.M. 

 

The Township Council convened the workshop meeting in person at 6:31 P.M. on February 14, 2024. 

The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

A moment of silence was held at this time for the victims of the Knowlton Township shooting which 

occurred on February 12, 2024. 

 

The Municipal Clerk announced that adequate notice of the time, place, and manner of this in-person  

Council meeting has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:   

(1) posting said notice on the municipal building bulletin board.  

(2) emailing said notice to the press and all others who have requested it. 

(3) posting on the official Town website. 

 

1.    PRESENT:   Mayor Tuohy, Councilwoman Bonanno, Councilwoman Chamberlin, Councilman  

                           Fabula; 

       ABSENT:   Councilman Quinoa. 

                            

                           Township Administrator and Attorney Beilin (telephonically) were also present.  

                      

2.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

      a.  Regular Meeting – 01/24/2024 as submitted.  

    

      b.  Executive Session Minutes – 01/25/2023, 02/22/2023, 06/14/2023 (both).  

 

           Motion by Councilman Fabula, seconded by Councilwoman Chamberlin, carried to approve 

           the Regular and Executive Session minutes as presented. Roll call vote:  AYES –   

           Councilpersons Chamberlin, Fabula, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy;  ABSENT – Councilman 

           Quinoa.  

        

3.   MAYOR/ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: 

 

      a.  Shredding Event – May 18, 2024 – 12:00 Noon – 3:00 P.M. – Municipal Building Parking Lot. 

            

           Motion by Councilwoman Bonanno, seconded by Councilman Fabula, carried to  

           authorize the shredding event and to authorize Mayor Tuohy to execute the contract with  

           Absolute Shredding, Phillipsburg, NJ. Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Chamberlin, 

           Fabula, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy;  ABSENT – Councilman Quinoa.  

        

      b.  Land Use Board - Letter of Resignation – Mayor Tuohy stated that a letter of resignation was 

           received from Chairperson Clara Bajc. Ms. Bajc is resigning from the Land Use Board effective  

           immediately. Mayor Tuohy stated that she would like to thank Ms. Bajc for her 24 years of 

           service on the Land Use Board and hoped that Ms. Bajc may return to serve on the Land Use 

           Board in the future as she was an asset to the board.  

                

 

      

             

    



Page 2 of 6 

 

 

 

 
             

4.   ATTORNEY’S REPORT:  

 

a.   APS Corporation - Attorney Beilin advised that he had reviewed the inspection contract 

     with APS. He noted that there were two substantial problems with the agreement – attorney 

     fees and the length of service of the contract which references two years.  

 

     Mayor Touhy stated that the contract will be for one year as the Township will be looking at  

     a new security and fire alarm system in 2024. 

 

     Attorney Beilin stated that he will respond in writing to APS with those two changes that need 

     to be addressed. 

 

b.   Affordable Housing Legislation – Attorney Beilin advised that the Assembly passed A-4 

 Bill overhauling the State’s affordable housing policy. The Senate counterpart, S-50  

 must clear various committees and get voted on by Senate.  There should be more 

communication on this matter after those committees meet.  

 

 

5.   BUDGET/FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT:  

 

      Mayor Tuohy advised that the Finance Committee will be meeting with the Chief Financial 

      Officer on 02/20/2024 to review the draft budget.  

 

6.   FARMLAND PRESEVATION WORKSHOP:  

 

      Councilwoman Chamberlin advised that she along with Mayor Tuohy, the Municipal Clerk 

      and the Zoning Official attended a Farmland Preservation Workshop in Chester, NJ. There were  

      three individuals present from the SADC (State Agricultural Development Committee). The  

      Farmland Preservation Program is 40 years old (started in 1983). There are 250,000 acres 

      preserved which is about a third of farmland in New Jersey.         

 

      Councilwoman Chamberlin stated that the Deed of Easement (DOE) is the key document regarding 

      permitted and non-permitted uses of farmland preserved property. Agricultural buildings are  

      permitted, house replacement (not the addition of a second dwelling) is permitted and subdivision of 

      properties are permitted but need to be approved by the SADC. Subdivided properties are to be used 

      for agricultural purposes only. 

 

      Councilwoman Chamberlin stated that there was new legislation passed in 2023 which permits 

      SOE’s (Special Occasion Events). This legislation permits farms to host certain events - up to  

      twenty-six events per year and only six can be large which is defined as 250 or more people. The SOE  

      property can utilize no more than 10% of the preserved farm or ten acres – this also includes parking. 

      Permits need to be obtained from SADC. The municipality can require their own application 

      with a maximum permit fee charge of $50.00. 

 

      Councilwoman Chamberlin advised that overall, it was a highly informative program. The quite 

      common DOE (Deed of Easement) violations are erosion, dumping trash or fill, overgrown fields  

      which must be mowed at least once a year, solar arrays, and the parking of non-agricultural vehicles 

      on farmland preserved properties.  

 

 

https://pub.njleg.state.nj.us/Bills/2024/S0500/50_R1.PDF


Page 3 of 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Mayor Tuohy advised that the SOE ties in with the Township Master Plan to permit events to occur 

      on farmland preserved and farmland assessed properties.    

 

7.   CORRESPONDENCE: 

 

a.   Musconetcong Watershed Association – Membership to Join Request – Mayor Tuohy advised 

       that she will speak to the Municipal Engineer regarding this matter to see if it is worth 

       the municipality joining the MWA. 

 

 Charles Fineran, former Environmental Commission Chairperson and Open Space Director, 

 was present and stated that the MWA was an excellent alliance organization. 

 The Township benefits from the Musconetcong River without having the maintenance of 

 it. This organization has been around for at least 30 years and their importance is to 

 keep the water quality in good standing. The MWA is also reviewing other river associations 

 in Warren County to help better educate and promote water quality and recreational opportunities. 

 

 Mr. Fineran stated that he is a member of the MWA, and he stated that it is an excellent association  

 to be a member of. 

 

 Mayor Tuohy advised that she would speak with the municipal engineer to see what level 

 membership fee the municipality should join. 

 

b.   State of NJ – DEP – Allamuchy Pond Dam – Dam Safety Inspection:  

  

     Mayor Tuohy advised that a letter was received from the State of New Jersey – DEP – 

     Office of Dam Safety and Flood Engineering – regarding the poor condition of the dam. 

 

                Councilwoman Bonanno questioned who is responsible for the Allamuchy Pond Dam. 

 

           Mayor Tuohy advised that the State is responsible. The dam was previously inspected 

           a few years ago and was found to be in poor shape.  The State Parks failed to comply with the 

           original NJDEP inspection deficiencies. 

 

           Mayor Tuohy advised that she would keep up with this matter to make sure the State 

           complies. The pond is used by the students and is also used for canoeing and kayaking. 

           People also fish in that pond. Mayor Tuohy added that the walkway over the dam has a lot of 

           the boards missing. She stated that she sent NJDEP an email but never received a response. 

 

           Mayor Tuohy advised that she would share this information with the Environmental Commission. 

           The Environmental Commission could monitor this matter. 

 

           Mayor Tuohy stated that she also received an email from the owner of the Panther Valley Mall 

           regarding the status of the sprinkler system fees. The fees cannot be addressed until 

           the budget is complete. The hydrant fee credit was also mentioned in the email, and she thought 

           this matter was resolved months ago. She advised that she reached out to the owner and left a  

           message for him to call her to discuss this matter further.  
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   8.   MUNICIPAL CLERK’S REPORT: 

    

      No report. 

  

  9.   PUBLIC SESSION:  

 

      There were no comments from the public and the public session was closed. 

 

  10.   ORDINANCES – First Reading/Introduction:  

 

       None. 

 

    11.   ORDINANCES - Second Reading and Public Hearing. 

 

       a.  # 2024-01 - CALENDAR YEAR 2024 - MODEL ORDINANCE TO EXCEED 

                                THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO  

                                ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14). 

 

           At this time, the public hearing was held on Ordinance # 2024-01. 

 

           There were no comments or objections, and the public hearing was closed.  

 

            Motion by Councilwoman Bonanno, seconded by Councilman Fabula, carried to adopt Ordinance 

            # 2024-01 on second reading. Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Chamberlin, Fabula, 

            Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy;  ABSENT – Councilman Quinoa.  

 

 b.  # 2024-02 - ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING SALARIES FOR OFFICERS &  

                          EMPLOYEES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ALLAMUCHY, WARREN  

                          COUNTY, STATE OF NEW JERSEY. 

 

            At this time, the public hearing was held on Ordinance # 2024-02. 

 

            There were no comments or objections, and the public hearing was closed.   
 

             Motion by Councilwoman Chamberlin, seconded by Councilwoman Bonanno, carried to adopt  

             Ordinance # 2024-02 on second reading. Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Chamberlin, Fabula, 

             Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy;  ABSENT – Councilman Quinoa.  

 
    12.   RESOLUTIONS – CONSENT AGENDA:  

 

          a.  # 2024-41 -  RESOLUTION OF TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF  

                                      ALLAMUCHY AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION IN THE LOCAL  

                               RECREATION IMPROVEMENT GRANT. 
 

       b.  # 2024-42 - RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF  

                               ALLAMUCHY AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A NON-FAIR AND  
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                               OPEN PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT FOR IMPOUND  

                               AND VETERINARY SERVICES TO COMMON SENSE FOR ANIMALS 

                               (FEBRUARY 1, 2024 – DECEMBER 31, 2024).  

 

c.   # 2024-43 - RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL ESTABLISHING THE  

                       2024 SALARIES FOR OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE TOWNSHIP 

                       OF ALLAMUCHY.  

 

     Councilwoman Bonanno questioned if the municipality has the option for Common Sense for 

     Animals to provide medical services to an injured animal.  

 

     Administrator Tatarenko advised that the contract covers veterinary services and impound    

     services. 

 

     Mayor Tuohy stated that the Township will not be doing the $200 per month fee for a 24 hour 

     veterinarian to be on call. 

 

     Councilwoman Bonanno stated that she just wanted to make sure there was communication 

     between the Township and CSA so the municipality does not end up with expensive veterinary 

     bills if there is a chance that the animal may not survive.  
  

            Mayor Tuohy stated that the Animal Control Officer communicates with her, and she is not concerned 

            with this issue. The ACO is proactive and works with CSA.  The Mayor added that Knowlton  

            Township may also be entering into a contract with Common Sense for Animals.   

  

            Motion by Councilwoman Bonanno, seconded by Councilwoman Chamberlin, carried to approve 

            Resolution # 2024-41 to Resolution # 2024-43 as presented. Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons 

            Chamberlin, Fabula, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy;  ABSENT – Councilman Quinoa. 

 

    13.   NEW BUSINESS/OTHER BUSINESS:   

                        

    14.   OLD BUSINESS:  

 

a.   Internet Service for non-serviced areas – Mayor Tuohy stated that she would like a meeting with 

     Altice regarding the FIOS build out. If FIOS is available in the municipality then the residents should 

     be made aware. 

       b.  W/S Capital Improvements Grant Submission 

c.   Ordinance(s) Review 

d.  Sand Filter Replacement Project  

e.   Open Space and Recreation Plan – Mayor Tuohy stated that she had spoken to former Municipal  

     Engineer Paul Sterbenz regarding the Open Space and Recreation Plan and there were a few  

     typographical modifications that needed to be made. Engr. Sterbenz advised that he will make the 

     corrections and send the plan back to Township Council for review.  

 

        

       15.   PAYMENT OF BILLS (REVISED) (ATTACHMENT): 

               Mayor Tuohy advised that the bill list was revised. 
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              Councilwoman Bonanno questioned what the revisions were: 

              Mayor Tuohy advised: 

              Page 2  -  PO # 24-00077 - Water Deposit Refund – the purchase order should be made out to the 

                               Municipality instead of the customer since there is a balance owed on the account. 

              Page 4  -  Dolan and Dolan – Line-Item Correction – certain line items need to be reclassified 

                               under the escrow account(s). 

              Page 5  -  General Code – this charge should be applied to the 2023 budget line item but because bill  

                               the bill was not received until 2024 and it must be charged to the 2024 budget. 

              Page 7  -  Lifesaving Resources – removed purchase order from the list as the training did not occur due to 

                               the warm weather. 

              Page 9  -  Norm’s Auto Parts – vendor on purchase order needs to be changed – should be Northeast Auto 

                               Parts   

              Page 9   - Print Abilities – remove PO #23-00406 in the amount on $516.75 – no invoice provided. 

              Page 10 - Quikteks – invoice was adjusted as $700.00 was taken off since Concerto has been retained 

                               for another month until the IT transition is complete. 

              Page 10 - Robbeau Designs – PO # 24-00088 has been removed – no payment will be issued. 

        

        Motion by Councilwoman Bonanno, seconded by Councilman Fabula, carried to approve the revised bill 

        list as presented. Roll call vote: AYES – Councilpersons Chamberlin, Fabula, Bonanno, and Mayor Tuohy; 

        ABSENT – Councilman Quinoa. 

 

 16.   RESOLUTION FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION:  None.  

 

   17.   PUBLIC SESSION 

 

           None. 

 

   18.   ADJOURNMENT – 7:03 P.M. 

 

        There being no further business, motion by Councilman Fabula, seconded by Councilwoman Bonanno,  

        carried to adjourn at 7:03 p.m. Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Chamberlin, Fabula, Bonanno, 

        and Mayor Tuohy;  ABSENT – Councilman Quinoa.  

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Anne Marie Tracy, Municipal Clerk 

 

 

Rosemary Tuohy, Mayor 


