MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE ALLAMUCHY TOWNSHIP
COUNCIL HELD FEBRUARY 23, 2022 AT 6:30 P.M.

Mayor Tuohy called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M.

The Township Council convened in open session at 6:30 PM. The meeting opened with the Pledge
of Allegiance followed by a moment of silence.

Mayor Tuohy announced that adequate notice of the time, place and manner of this in-person
Council meeting has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:

(1) posting said notice on the municipal building bulletin board.
(2) emailing said notice to the press and all others who have requested it.
(3) posting on the official Town website.

Roll Call Vote: PRESENT — Mayor Tuohy, Councilman Cote, Councilman Quinoa and
Councilwoman Bonanno; ABSENT — Councilman Fabula.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

a. Reorganization Meeting — January 3, 2022 as submitted.

b. Workshop Meeting — January 12, 2022 as submitted.

c. Regular Meeting — January 26, 2022 as submitted.
Motion by Councilman Cote, seconded by Councilman Quinoa, and approved on roll
call vote: AYES — Councilpersons Cote, Quinoa, Bonanno (Abstain from a and b) and Mayor
Tuohy; ABSENT — Councilman Fabula.

ENGINEER’S REPORT:

a. Water Storage Tank Replacement Project — Authorize Partial Payment # 5 to CMS
Construction, Inc. in the amount of $133,164.06 (subject to certified payrolls being received).

Motion by Councilman Cote, seconded by Councilman Quinoa, and approved on roll call vote:
AYES - Councilpersons Cote, Quinoa, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy; ABSENT — Councilman
Fabula.

ATTORNEY’S REPORT:
a. 1 Oakcrest Drive — Attorney Beilin reported that there has been no communication from the
property owner regarding the condition of the property. It was suggested that the Zoning

Official file a complaint in Municipal Court against the property owner for failing to file a
Vacant Property Registration form with the municipality.
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MAYOR’S REPORT:

a. NJDOT - Pavement Preservation Project — Mayor Tuohy reported that correspondence was
received regarding the overlay project for Route 80 WB — M.P. 19.04 — 27.80 —
Allamuchy Township, Byram Township, Mount Olive Township, Netcong Borough
and Roxbury Township. Depending on availability of construction funds, it is anticipated that
the project will be completed in the Fall 2023.

b. Appointment to the Special Municipal Services District Commission: Councilman Edward
Fabula. Councilman Fabula will be filling the unexpired term of Councilman Ochwat who
resigned from the Township Council on 01/26/22.

Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilman Cote, carried to concur with
Mayor Tuohy’s appointment. Roll call vote: AYES — Councilpersons Cote, Quinoa, Bonanno
and Mayor Tuohy; ABSENT — Councilman Fabula.

Appointment to the Safety Committee — Councilman Edward Fabula.

Motion by Councilman Cote, seconded by Councilman Quinoa, carried to appoint Councilman
Fabula to the Safety Committee to fill the unexpired term of Councilman Ochwat. Roll call
vote: AYES — Councilpersons Cote, Quinoa, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy; ABSENT —
Councilman Fabula.

c. 1 Oakcrest Drive — Reported on by Attorney Beilin.

d. Environmental Commission Appointments — Postponed to the March 9, 2022 Workshop
Meeting.

e. Green Team — Sustainable Jersey — This matter will be listed on the March 9, 2022 Workshop
Meeting agenda. Mayor Tuohy advised that she needs to review the Annual Environmental
Commission report for 2021.

f. Municipal Court — Mayor Tuohy acknowledged correspondence received from Judge Mellinger
regarding the staff and operations of the Municipal Court.

TOWNSHIP COUNCIL REPORTS:
Councilman Cote:

a. Water/Sewer Operator Position — Councilman Cote stated that he would like to recommend the
appointment of Adam Jones to Operator of the Water/Sewer Department. This appointment
would be done through the promotion process within the water/sewer department and in
accordance with New Jersey Civil Service rules and regulations. There would be a three
month provisional appointment. Mr. Jones would receive a $2,500.00 pay increase effective
March 1, 2022.

Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilwoman Bonanno, carried to authorize
the promotion of Adam Jones to Water/Sewer Operator in accordance with NJ Civil Service
guidelines. The pay increase of $2,500.00 would take affect March 1, 2022. Roll call vote:

Page 2 of 6



AYES - Councilpersons Cote, Quinoa, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy; ABSENT — Councilman
Fabula.

. Allamuchy Township Fire Department — Converting Operating Expenses to a donation:

Councilman Cote stated that there have been meetings with representatives of the Fire
Department. He questioned whether there was any objection to this matter being discussed
At this time, since the Fire Department members were present.

Mayor Tuohy advised that she did not have a problem with opening the meeting to the public
for the purpose of discussing this matter only.

Rick Lomonaco, Assistant Chief, was present and approached the Township Council at this
time.

Mr. Lomonaco stated that he had received the documentation from Councilman Cote — Fire
Department Financial Support — and addressed certain items such as vehicle maintenance and
Building maintenance. He advised that it was unfair that the fire department was being treated
differently then the other departments and the fire department “will not accept a donation”
from the municipality. A donation is not allowed according to the by-laws of the Relief
Association.

Councilman Cote stated that the donation does not have to go through the relief association - it
could be set up as a separate account and expenditures could be charged out of that account.

Mr. Lomonaco stated that another account will not be set up. If that is the way, it should be
done then it should be set up through the town or finance department.

Councilman Quinoa stated that if the Fire Department will not accept a donation, then he was
not sure how this matter could be handled. The Fire Department needs to get their spending
under control. The budget system is not working. At this time, he presented budget and
donations of other fire departments within Warren County and Green Township located in
Sussex County. Allamuchy has the best of the best in equipment, and it is time to look at the
expenses and what could be done to reduce the spending.

Mr. Lomonaco stated that for years the Fire Department has always been funded through a
budget. A budget is just a budget and transfers have always been made as needed — not only
to the Fire Department but to all the departments.

Councilman Cote stated that the other departments do not overspend their budgets.

Mr. Lomonaco stated that the fire department can not estimate expenses when it comes to
vehicle repairs. Most of the fire department’s budget is for vehicle maintenance and repairs.
The Fire Department has no problem with the Township taking over the vehicle maintenance
and maintenance of the fire house. Seventy-five percent of the budget goes towards vehicle
maintenance.

Councilwoman Bonanno stated that budgets legally cannot be overspent. There are line items
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in the budget to charge expenses to. The proper way to handle a budget is to encumber the
funds through a purchase order which those funds are then appropriated for the expenditure
being requested. The purchase order guarantees the funds are there to buy that item.
Invoices should not be submitted after purchases are made without a purchase order being
issued first.

Mr. Lomonaco stated that he and the Fire Department was unaware of the purchasing process.
Now that it has been made clear as to how the acquisition system works the fire department
will comply. The issue should have been corrected through the finance department.

Councilman Cote requested a copy of the bylaws for the Support Organization.
Mr. Lomonaco advised that the association bylaws/finances are not for the public.

Councilman Cote reminded Mr. Lomonaco that according to their 501c3 organization, the
support organization is required by law to make the bylaws available as their tax filings are
already available online. He added that over the last 5 years the Fire Department Support
Organization revenues were $403,000 and expenditures amounting to 45% ($183,000) of
revenue were for golf outings and conventions with almost equal amounts each.

Councilman Cote questioned public donations and where the public thinks those monies are
going or being used for.

Mr. Lomonaco stated that if the public is unaware of where their money is going to and being
used for its their problem - it’s not for us (Support Organization) to explain it to them. It’s up
to them to know or find out who they’re giving their money to - that’s the way it is - the
association does not explain the purpose or use.

Councilman Quinoa stated that before discussions were complete, he wanted to make sure, for
the record, effective this date and this meeting, that absolutely NO purchases are to be made
without the requisitions being submitted and approved by Township Council. He clarified that
any purchases made after this meeting will not be paid if the purchase was not done in
accordance with the financial guidelines discussed, established and acknowledged.

Mr. Lomonaco stated that the Fire Department will follow the requisition process and that no
purchases will be made in advance of encumbering the funds and the requisition being
approved by Township Council.

There were no other reports from the Township Council Members.

MUNICIPAL CLERK’S REPORT:

a. Approval of Raffle Application — Little Hill Foundation for the Rehabilitation of Alcoholics —
Event to be held 10/03/2022 — 8:30 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. — PVG&VV - Off-Premise Raffle.

Motion by Mayor Tuohy, seconded by Councilman Quinoa, carried to approve the raffle

Application of Little Hill Foundation as submitted. Roll call vote: AYES — Councilpersons
Cote, Bonanno, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy; ABSENT — Councilman Fabula.
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PUBLIC SESSION:

a. Matthew Malejko, Allamuchy, NJ, was present and questioned the status of Ridge Road and
what is being done as to improvements and pothole repairs.

Mayor Tuohy advised that this project has gone out to bid and bids will be accepted in early
March with hopefully work commencing in April 2022. It depends on the price of the bids.

ORDINANCES - FIRST READING:

a. Ordinance # 2022-04 — ORDINANCE CONCERNING SALARIES, VACATIONS, AND
HOLIDAYS, ANDOTHER WORK CONDITIONS FOR OFFICERS
AND EMPLOYEES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ALLAMUCHY,
WARREN COUNTY, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.

Motion by Councilman Cote, seconded by Mayor Tuohy, carried to introduce Ordinance # 2022-04
on first reading. Roll call vote: AYES — Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy;
ABSENT — Councilman Fabula.

ORDINANCES - SECOND READING:

a. #2022 -02 - CALENDAR YEAR 2022 - ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL
BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK
(N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14).

Motion by Mayor Tuohy, seconded by Councilwoman Bonanno, carried to approve
Ordinance # 2022-02 on second reading.

At this time, the meeting was opened to the public
There were no comments or objections, and the public session was closed.

Roll call vote: AYES — Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy;
ABSENT — Councilman Fabula.

b. #2022- 03 - ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION A311-19 OF THE ALLAMUCHY
TOWNSHIP CODE CONCERNING MEMBERSHIP ON THE BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS OF THE SPECIAL MUNICIPAL SERVICES
DISTRICT.

Motion by Councilman Cote, seconded by Councilwoman Bonanno, carried to approve
Ordinance # 2022-03 on second reading.

At this time, the meeting was opened to the public
There were no comments or objections, and the public session was closed.

Roll call vote: AYES — Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy;
ABSENT - Councilman Fabula.
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RESOLUTIONS: None.

OTHER/NEW BUSINESS:

a. Abby Christmann, Christman Consulting, LLC — was present and provided an update on
the revisions to the Township website. A brief presentation was made by Ms. Christmann
on the changes made which included additional department tabs, links, etc. being added to the
website.

Mayor Tuohy stated that the purpose of the updates is to give the site a new look and to make
it more user friendly.

PAYMENT OF BILLS/ADD-ON LIST (ATTACHMENT 1).
Motion by Councilman Cote, seconded by Councilman Quinoa, carried to approve the bill list and

Add-on list as submitted. Roll call vote: AYES — Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Quinoa and
Mayor Tuohy; ABSENT — Councilman Fabula.

EXECUTIVE SESSION — None.
ADJOURNMENT -8:52 P.M.

There being no further business, motion by Councilman Cote, seconded by Mayor Tuohy, carried
to adjourn at 8:52 p.m. Roll call vote: AYES — Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Quinoa and
Mayor Tuohy; ABSENT — Councilman Fabula.

Respectfully Submitted,

Anne Marie Tracy, Municipal Clerk

Rosemary Tuohy, Mayor
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