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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE ALLAMUCHY TOWNSHIP 

COUNCIL HELD JANUARY 26, 2022 AT 6:30 P.M. 

 

Mayor Tuohy called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. 

 

The Township Council convened in open session at 6:30 PM.  The meeting opened with the Pledge 

of Allegiance followed by a moment of silence. 

  

Mayor Tuohy announced that adequate notice of the time, place and manner of this in person  

Council meeting has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:   

 

(1) posting said notice on the municipal building bulletin board.  

(2) emailing said notice to the press and all others who have requested it. 

(3) posting on the official Town website. 

 

Roll Call Vote:  PRESENT – Mayor Tuohy, Councilman Cote, Councilman Quinoa and  

                                                 Councilman Ochwat.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

a. Regular Meeting – November 29, 2021 as submitted. 

 

b. Regular Meeting – December 15, 2021 as submitted. 

 

    Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilman Cote, and approved on roll  

    call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Quinoa, Ochwat (Abstain from a.) and Mayor Tuohy.  
 

ACCEPTANCE OF TOWNSHIP COUNCIL NOMINATION - Ms. Deborah A. Bonanno: 

 

 Mayor Tuohy stated that her Council seat became available and the Allamuchy Republican  

 Committee submitted three names to the Township Council for consideration.  At this time,   

 Mayor Tuohy requested a motion and second to accept the nomination of Deborah A. Bonanno to 

 fill the unexpired term of Mayor Tuohy’s Council seat. 

 

 Motion by Councilman Ochwat, seconded by Councilman Cote, carried to accept the   

 recommendation of Deborah A. Bonanno to fill the unexpired term of Mayor Tuohy’s term as   

 Councilperson.  Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Quinoa, Ochwat and Mayor 

Tuohy. 

 

 At this time, Mayor Tuohy issued the Oath of Office to Councilwoman Bonanno. 

 

 ENGINEER’S REPORT: 

 

a.  Zoning Permits – There have been 5 Zoning Permits issued and 1 rejected application.  

 

b.  39 Bountiful Drive – A Zoning violation was issued to the property owner.  The property owner       
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    needs to remove the soil that was originally trucked in.  There is a concern as to damages to 

    Bountiful Drive as previous damage was done when the soil was imported.  There will be  

    correspondence sent to the property owner regarding this matter. 

 

c.  Drake Acres – There is a zoning violation pending and this matter will be heard in Belvidere 

                             Municipal Court.   

 

d.  Polowy Stone – Reviewing this matter and investigating the truck traffic complaint.  The  

Zoning Official stated that he had spoken with Mr. Polowy to address the concerns.  The truck   

hours of operation are not in compliance with the consent order of the court.  This matter will  

be followed up on.   

  

e.   Outdoor Dining – The outdoor dining executive order appears to have expired 01/01/2022. 

     The situation will be monitored when the weather warms up. 

 

f. Ridge Road Improvement Project – Bid documents have been prepared and are ready for the 

advertisement of this project. 

 

g.  Water Storage Tank Project – The only item remaining are the speakers on the tank.  The      

    contractor has not been paying his subcontractors.  The engineer will follow up on this matter. 

There are no partial payments to be released at this time. 

 

h. Homeland Towers – The monopole project is under construction.  Construction completion is 

estimated by the end of April, 2022.  This project will generate additional revenue for the  

municipality. 

 

i. Charging Stations – Electric vehicle charging station ordinance was discussed at the Land Use  

   Board level.  The State of New Jersey already has a mechanism in place to allow or permit 

these charging stations in municipalities.  There is a statewide ordinance in place and no action 

is required by the municipality. 

 

j.  Sand Filter Investigation Report – An investigation needs to be done for the options on the      

Sand Filter project.  A study needs to be done to explore the various options.  The last time    

improvements were done to the sand filter for the Water/Sewer Department was in 1997. 

 

 Engr. Sterbenz stated that there is a cost estimate of $15,000 to do a study on the existing sand 

filter.  This does not include any bid package costs.      

 

Mayor Tuohy questioned how long the study would take. 

 

Engr. Sterbenz stated that he would estimate approximately 45 days from this meeting. 

Sue Brasefield from Collier Engineering would be doing the study.  It is estimated that 

This project could cost anywhere from the upper $200,000.00 to $424,000.00. 

 

  Councilman Cote believed that the actual expense is the labor and installation – not as much the 

cost of the unit. 

 

 Engr. Sterbenz stated that the purpose of the study is to provide different sand filter options and 
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the installation process.  The Township could put together a bid package without a study but 

it is hard to determine the cost of the equipment.  It may be possible to have Ms. Brasefield 

adjust her study costs. 

 

Further discussion took place on vertical systems vs. horizontal systems, electrical  

installation of the system and which system would benefit the needs of the Water/Sewer 

Department.  

 

Mayor Tuohy stated that she thought there would be a written report on this matter presented at  

this meeting.  It was suggested that a written report be prepared by Engr. Sterbenz detailing  

what the sand filter investigation study would include.   

 

Engr. Sterbenz sated that he will have a report prepared for discussion at the February 9, 2022 

Workshop Meeting with a cost estimate of a study of the sand filter investigation project    

(Wastewater treatment filtration equipment).   

 

 ATTORNEY’S REPORT: 

 

a.  1 Oakcrest Drive -  Attorney Beilin advised that he had sent out certified mail and regular   

 mail to the owner of this property a letter regarding this property requiring to be registered as a  

    vacant property. He stated that he just received the certified mail that was sent back in     

    November.  There are companies or individuals that could located the individual and process 

    could be served once the owner has been located.   

 

    It was recommended by the Township Council that the Attorney try to locate the owner of the 

    property so a violation could be served regarding the registering of the property as vacant. 

 

 MAYOR’S REPORT: 

 

a.  Warren County is opening a COVID testing center – Belvidere Fire Department, Water Street, 

 Belvidere, NJ.  This site is open to New Jersey residents only.  The information is posted on 

 allamuchynj.org. 

 

b. Civil Service Titles – Mayor Tuohy stated that she would like to request from the Township 

      Council to approve an opening at the Water and Sewer Department.  The position would be 

      considered a promotion to plant operator and would be done within the department. 

 

      Motion by Councilman Cote, seconded by Councilman Quinoa, carried to authorize the 

      creation of the position of Operator at the Water/Sewer Department. 

 

      Councilman Quinoa stated that he just wanted to be clear that the motion would be to create   

      the position.  The filling of the position would be done at a later date. 

 

      Mayor Tuohy advised that the position needs to be filled – it would be filled through the  

      promotion process within the department.  Civil Service needs to review the information 

      submitted.  The position is vacant – the municipality will determine when the promotion takes  

      effect. 

 

      Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Quinoa, Ochwat, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy. 
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c.  Edmunds Proposal Acceptance – E-rec and the Cloud - $8,400.00 – this proposal includes the     

    hosting and annual fees. 

 

 Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilman Cote, and approved on roll call 

 vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Quinoa, Ochwat, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy. 

 

d. Extension of Animal Licensing – April 30, 2022 -  It is difficult for individuals to get their pets     

    into the veterinary clinic to get vaccinations due to COVID.   

 

 Motion by Councilman Ochwat, seconded by Councilman Quinoa, and approved on roll call 

 vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Quinoa, Ochwat, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy. 

 

e.  Website Redesign – Abby Christmann of Christmann Consulting submitted a proposal.  The    

    proposal provided for 80 hours of work at $65.00/hour. The projected completion date is     

    March 31, 2022. 

 

 Councilman Cote recommended a status update at the 40-hour mark just to review the work   

 that has been done. 

  

      Ms. Christmann was present and explained her services and what her proposal consists of.   

      The intention is to make the website more user friendly. 

 

      Councilwoman Bonanno just confirmed that there would be no overlapping with the hosting  

      or existing contract.   

 

      Ms. Christmann stated that the revisions would be content related only.     

 

      Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilman Cote, and approved on roll call  

      vote: AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Quinoa, Ochwat, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy.   

 

f.   Ridge Road – Correspondence was received from a resident regarding potholes and a blown   

     tire on that road.  Mayor Tuohy advised that she had spoken with the resident and explained   

     that Ridge Road is scheduled to be overlayed this year. 

 

g.   Financial Management Policy – Mayor Tuohy advised that she is working with the CFO  

     to have a financial management policy in place.  The Finance Committee will assist with this  

     policy. 

 

h.   Green Team – Sustainable Jersey – Mayor Tuohy advised that she has been working with     

     Claire Arcaro (member of the Allamuchy Environmental Commission).  The municipality  

     passed a Resolution approximately two years supporting the Green Team and Sustainable  

     Jersey.  The Municipal Engineer will be working on this matter.  The municipality is dedicated   

     to the Green Town and a plan to move forward will be prepared. 

 

i.    Animal Control Officer – Mayor Tuohy stated that she had contacted the ACO and advised  

     her to purchase her own phone.  The Township will give her a $20.00 allowance towards the  

     bill every month.  
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j.  Personnel Attorney – Mayor Tuohy advised that she is working with the Personnel Attorney to     

      make sure all the employees have the correct Civil Service titles. 

 

k.  Mount Olive Township Fire Official – Mount Olive is requesting that Allamuchy Township 

      contribute towards a software program to handle Smoke and Co2 inspections.  At this time,  

      funds are not available for this upgrade.  The total program costs is $8,000.00.   

 

l.  Mayor Tuohy stated that there were two pieces of correspondence received regarding   

      Municipal Employees – the first was a thank you letter to the Municipal Clerk/DPW (Snow  

      Plow crew) for having the DPW plow out the mailbox and cul-de-sac area on Lone Pine  

      Terrace.  The other was for to thank the animal licensing official for assisting and expediting  

      the issuance of an animal license.  These acknowledgements will be placed in the employees’  

      personnel files. 

 

  TOWNSHIP COUNCIL REPORTS: 

 

  Councilman Cote: 

 

a. Water/Sewer Laboratory - Quotes were distributed for repairs to the lab at the Water/Sewer    

      Dept.  He requested authorization not to exceed $25,000.00 for repairs to the water/sewer lab. 

 

 Motion by Councilman Cote, seconded by Councilman Quinoa, carried to approve the quote 

 from Lowes at a maximum price of $25,000 for the total overall renovations. 

 

 The CFO approved the quote and a capital ordinance is not required. 

 

 Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Quinoa, Ochwat, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy. 

 

  Councilman Quinoa: 

 

a. Councilman Quinoa advised that on February 16, 2022 there will be a training for all the     

    Personnel/employees.  The Table of Organization and responsibilities will be discussed at this   

    time. 

 

b.  Personnel Evaluations – The evaluations are in the process of being done.  The Personnel 

  Committee will be meeting and reviewing the evaluations in the near future.  

  

 Councilman Ochwat: 

 

 Councilman Ochwat stated that after much thought and consideration he will be resigning from   

 the Township Council.  He stated that he served on the Council for 18 years 

 

 Councilman Ochwat credited his Township Council career to Betty Schultheis who encouraged     

 him to run for the position after he was recommended by the Republican Committee. 

 

 Councilman Ochwat stated that his resignation is long overdue and fresh people are needed  

 to serve on the Township Council.  Effective at the end of this meeting he will be resigning    

 from his position as Councilman. 
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 The Mayor and Council thanked Councilman Ochwat for his services on the Township Council    

 and wished him well (Applause). 

 

 Board/Commission Reports – None.  

 

 Municipal Clerk’s Report – None. 

 

 PUBLIC SESSION: 

 

a. Abby Christmann, 2 Mourning Dove Terrace, was present and stated that she would like to     

     congratulate Councilwoman Bonanno and wished Councilman Ochwat well. 

 

  ORDINANCES – FIRST READING: 

  

a. # 2022-02 – CALENDAR YEAR 2022 - ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL                  
                          BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK   
                          (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14). 
  

    Motion by Councilman Cote, seconded by Councilman Ochwat, carried to introduce 

Ordinance # 2022-02 on first reading.  Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Quinoa, 

Ochwat, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy. 

 

    Second reading to take place on February 23, 2022.  

 

b.  # 2022-03 – ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION A311-19 OF THE ALLAMUCHY    
                        TOWNSHIP CODE CONCERNING MEMBERSHIP ON THE BOARD OF                           
                        COMMISSIONERS OF THE SPECIAL MUNICIPAL SERVICES  
                        DISTRICT. 

      
  Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilman Ochwat, carried to introduce   

  Ordinance # 2022-03 on first reading.  Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Quinoa, 

    Ochwat, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy. 

 

    Second reading to take place on February 23, 2022. 

 

  ORDINANCES – SECOND READING: 

 

a.   # 2022-01 – ORDINANCE AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP   
                          OF ALLAMUCHY, WARREN COUNTY, STATE OF NEW JERSEY. 
 

    Motion by Councilman Cote, seconded by Mayor Tuohy, carried to adopt # 2022-01 on 

   second reading. 

 

  At this time, public hearing was held on Ordinance # 2022-01. 

 

   There were no comments or objections from the public and the public hearing was closed. 

 

     Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Quinoa, Ochwat, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy. 
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 RESOLUTIONS: 

 

a.  # 2022-28 - Resolution authorizing the refund of overpayments following  the approval of   

                          Senior/Veteran Deductions for 2021 – totaling $2,150.00 (ATTACHMENT 1). 
 

 Motion by Councilman Ochwat, seconded by Councilman Cote, and approved on roll call 

   vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Quinoa, Ochwat, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy. 

 

b. # 2022-29 – Resolution authorizing the cancellation of taxes due to a Tax Court judgement and   

                            refund to homeowner – Block 301 Lot 4.09$2,518.91 – John S. and Dayle B. Thornton –  

                            5 Arrowhead Lane (ATTACHMENT 2). 

   

 Motion by Councilman Cote, seconded by Councilwoman Bonanno, and approved on roll call 

   vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Quinoa, Ochwat, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy. 

 

c. # 2022-30 -  Resolution Amending Resolution # 2022-15 – Legal Holidays for the  
                            Year 2022 (ATTACHMENT 3).  

  

 Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilman Cote, and approved on roll call 

   vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Quinoa, Ochwat, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy. 

 

  OTHER/NEW BUSINESS:  

 

a.  New Employee – Water/Sewer Department – Bryan Klinger - $22.00 per hour – effective     

                                   01/31/22 – Full-Time. 

 

    Motion by Councilman Cote, seconded by Councilman Quinoa, and approved on roll call 

    vote:   AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Quinoa, Ochwat, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy. 

 

  APPROVAL OF BILL LIST AND ADD-ON LIST (ATTACHMENT 4). 

 

  Motion by Councilman Cote, seconded by Councilman Quinoa, carried to approved the bill list 

  and add-on list as submitted.  Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Quinoa, Ochwat,     

  and Mayor Tuohy;  ABSTAIN – Councilwoman Bonanno. 

 

  Mayor Tuohy advised that she will be speaking with APS Systems regarding the service contract    

  and rate schedule.  The Township has a credit with this company and a refund check was   

  requested from this company.   

 

  ADJOURNMENT – 8:26 P.M. 

 

  Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilman Cote,  carried to adjourn at 8:26 P.M.     

  Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Quinoa, Ochwat,  Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy. 

 

    Respectfully Submitted, 

  

    Anne Marie Tracy, Municipal Clerk 

 

    Rosemary Tuohy, Mayor  


