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MINUTES OF THE REORGANIZATION MEETING OF THE ALLAMUCHY 

TOWNSHIP COUNCIL HELD JANUARY 3, 2024 AT 6:30 P.M. 
 

 

Mayor Tuohy called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. 

 

The Township Council convened in open session at 6:30 p.m. The meeting opened with the Pledge 

of Allegiance followed by a moment of silence for former Mayor Betty Schultheis who passed away 

in December, 2023. 

 

Mayor Tuohy announced that adequate notice of the time, place, and manner of this 

public Council meeting, has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by: 

 

(1)  posting said notice on the municipal building bulletin board. 

(2)  emailing said notice to the press and all others who have requested it. 

(3)  posting on the official Township website. 

 

Roll Call Vote: PRESENT -  Mayor Tuohy, Councilwoman Chamberlin, Councilman Fabula and  

                                                Councilman Quinoa; ABSENT – Councilwoman Bonanno.  

              PRESENT ALSO - Township Administrator Andrew Tatarenko and Attorney  

                                                Richard Beilin (telephonically). 

                          

1. Mayor Tuohy thanked everyone for attending. She stated that Councilwoman Bonanno 

was not present as she was not feeling well. Mayor Tuohy advised that she will be 

postponing the State of Municipality Address until Councilwoman Bonanno was present. 

The Mayor stated that she along with Councilwoman Bonanno worked together as a team in 

2023 and she should be acknowledged for the work she had done. 

 

2. STATEMENT OF DETERMINATION – The Municipal Clerk read the Statement of 

Determination for Councilwoman Suzanne Chamberlin as certified by the Warren County 

Board of Elections. 

 

3. OATH OF OFFICE – Mayor Tuohy issued the Oath of Office to Councilwoman Chamberlin.  

 

4. OFFICERS OF THE ALLAMUCHY TOWNSHIP VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT    

FOR THE YEAR 2024: 

  

        At this time, Mayor Tuohy announced the 2024 Officers of the ATVFD: 

 

a. 91-60 - Chief Michael Rafferty 

b. 91-70 - Assistant Chief David Berkenbush 

c. 91-80 - Captain Adam Jones 

d. 91-90 - 1st Lieutenant Ryan Durling 

e. 91-91 - 2nd Lieutenant Phil Garcia   

 

        Mayor Tuohy advised that the officers were sworn in by her on January 2, 2024 as there was 

        a scheduling conflict and the officers could not attend the reorganization meeting. 
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        Motion by Councilman Fabula, seconded by Councilman Quinoa, carried to approve the 2024 

        Officers for the Allamuchy Township Volunteer Fire Department. Roll call vote:  AYES – 

        Councilpersons Chamberlin, Quinoa, Fabula and Mayor Tuohy;  ABSENT – Councilwoman 

        Bonanno.  

 

  5.   NOMINATION OF COUNCIL PRESIDENT/ACTING MAYOR:  
 

                               COUNCILWOMAN DEBORAH BONANNO 

  

      Motion by Councilwoman Chamberlin, seconded by Councilman Quinoa, carried to  

      nominate Councilwoman Bonanno as Council President/Acting Mayor. Roll call vote:  

      AYES - Councilpersons Chamberlin, Fabula, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy;  ABSENT – 

      Councilwoman Bonanno. 

 

6.   NOMINATION OF THE FOLLOWING STANDING COMMITTEES: 

 
          a.  Budget/Finance Committee - Mayor Rosemary Tuohy  & Deborah Bonanno, Council    

  President,  Alternate Councilman Manny Quinoa. 

 b.  Musconetcong River Management Council –  

      Charles Fineran and Councilman Edward Fabula – Alternate. 

        c.  Municipal Water & Sewer Utility Advisory Committee 

 Adam Jones, Chair, Rosemary Tuohy - Mayor, Andrew Tatarenko, Township  

 Administrator, Matt Begley, Ken Dunlap, Rich Evans, Art Schmelter, Ronald Karl,  

 Royal Nadeau, Stacy Bockbrader – Secretary. 

d.   Special Municipal Services District Commission – Sal Maggio - 2 Year Term 

           01/01/24 to 12/31/2025. 

 

            Motion by Councilman Fabula, seconded by Councilwoman Chamberlin, carried to approve  

             the following standing committees as presented. Roll call vote: AYES – Councilpersons  

            Chamberlin, Fabula, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy;  ABSENT – Councilwoman Bonanno. 

 

 7.   RESOLUTIONS: (ATTACHMENTS 1-20) – APPROVED AS A CONSENT AGENDA: 

  

a.  # 2024 - 01 -  Designate the Official Depositories 

  b.  # 2024 - 02 -  Designate the Official Newspapers 

c.  # 2024 - 03 -  Fixing Fees for Delinquent Taxes or Assessments 

d.  # 2024 - 04 -  Dishonored Check Fee 

e.  # 2024 - 05 -  Open Public Meetings Act (Sunshine Law) Township Workshop Public Meetings 

f.   # 2024 - 06 -  Open Public Meetings Act (Sunshine Law) Township Regular Public Meetings 

g.  # 2024 - 07 -  Authorize to Retain Professional Services Vis-à-vis Local Public Contracts Law 

h.  # 2024 - 08 -  Professional and Other One - Year Appointments 

 i.  # 2024 - 09 -  Duplicate Tax Bill 

 j.  # 2024 - 10 -  Indemnification of Township Employees 
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                 k.  # 2024 - 11 - Designation of Official for Tax Searches & Liens  

                  l.  # 2024 - 12 -  Designation of Public Agency Compliance Officer   

                 m.  # 2024 - 13 -  Temporary 2024 Municipal Fund Budget and Water & Sewer Utility Budget 

                  n.  # 2024 - 14 -  Legal Holidays for the Year 2024 

                o.  # 2024 - 15 - Allamuchy Water & Sewer Department Fees  

                p.  # 2024 -16 - Tax Assessor Authorizations 

                 q.  # 2024 - 17 - Assessor Rollback Taxes and File Municipal Appeals  

                r.  # 2024 - 18 - Rate of Interest on Delinquent Water and Sewer Department Fees  

                s.  # 2024 - 19 - Designating Signatures for Depository 

                t.  # 2024 - 20 - Annual Tax Sale Authorization 

     

                Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilman Fabula, carried to approve  

                Resolution # 2024-01 to Resolution # 2024-20 as presented. Roll call vote:  AYES –  

                Councilpersons Chamberlin, Fabula, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy;  ABSENT – Councilwoman  

                Bonanno. 

 

   8.   RESOLUTIONS – MUNICIPAL APPOINTMENTS  

 

   a.  # 2024-21 - Reappointment of Interim Municipal Court Administrator, Kayleigh Keggan 

                    for One Year Term Expiring December 31, 2024. 

         b.  # 2024-22 - Permanent Appointment of Joseph Setticase - Zoning Official.  

         c.  # 2024-23 - Reappointment of Municipal Court Judge -  Louis P. Mellinger for a Three-Year                       

                                 Term from 01/01/2024 – 12/31/2026. 

 

                Motion by Councilwoman Chamberlin, seconded by Councilman Quinoa, carried to approve  

                Resolution # 2024-21 to Resolution # 2024-23 as presented. Roll call vote:  AYES –  

                Councilpersons Chamberlin, Fabula, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy;  ABSENT – Councilwoman  

                Bonanno. 

    

   9.   RESOLUTIONS – CONSENT AGENDA – APPOINTMENT OF PROFESSIONALS FOR 

                                         ONE YEAR TERM (2024): 
 

           a.  # 2024-24 - Municipal Attorney – The Wacks Law Group – Richard Beilin, Esq. 

         b.  # 2024-25 - Personnel/Labor Attorney & Conflict Attorney – Eric M. Bernstein & Associates, L.L.C. 

         c.  # 2024-26 - Bond Counsel – Law Offices Gibbons P.C. – John Drakiewicz, Esq. 

      d.  # 2024-27 - Board of Health Official – Warren County Health Department 

      e.  # 2024-28 - Municipal Engineer – William E. Masol of French & Parrello, LLC  

      f.  # 2024-29 - Municipal Water & Sewer Utilities Engineer – H2M Associates – Stephanie    

                              DeCotiis, PE 

      g.  # 2024-30 - Municipal Public Defender – Scott Wilhelm,  Esq. 

                              Alternate Public Defender – Gregory Gianforcaro,  Esq. 

      h.  # 2024-31 - Municipal Prosecutor – Michael Hanifan, Esq.  

                              Alternate Municipal Prosecutor – John Caleca III, Esq. 

i.  # 2024-32 - Municipal Auditor  - Nisivoccia, LLP – Man Lee 
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               Motion by Councilman Fabula, seconded by Councilwoman Chamberlin, carried to approve  

               Resolution # 2024-24 to Resolution # 2024-32 as presented. Roll call vote:  AYES –  

               Councilpersons Chamberlin, Fabula, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy;  ABSENT – Councilwoman 

               Bonanno. 
 

 10.   APPOINTMENTS TO THE LAND USE BOARD: 

 

      a.  Class II – Vacant Term Expired (01/01/2024 – 12/31/2026). 
      b.  Class III – Councilwoman Deborah Bonanno (Term Expiring 12/31/2024). 
      c.  Class IV – Scott Churchill (01/01/2024 to 12/31/2027). 

      d.  Class IV – Ryan Benson (01/01/2024 to 12/31/2027). 

           e.  Alternate 1 - Class IV – Cristianna Gibbs – Two Year Term (01/01/2024-12/31/2025). 

          f.  Alternate 2 - Class IV – Mary Renaud – Two Year Term (01/01/2024 – 12/31/2025). 

          g.  Alternate 4 - Class IV - Rich Evans – Unexpired Term Alternate 4 (Term Expires 12/31/2024). 

     

            Motion by Councilwoman Chamberlin, seconded by Councilman Quinoa, carried to  

            concur with Mayor Tuohy’s appointments to the Land Use Board. Roll call vote: AYES -  

            Councilpersons Chamberlin, Quinoa, Fabula and Mayor Tuohy;  ABSENT –        

            Councilwoman Bonanno.  

             

   11.   APPOINTMENTS TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION: 

 
            a.  Walker Rutherfurd - 3 Year Term (Term 01/01/2024 to 12/31/2026)              

          b.  Kurt Derricks - 3 Year Term (Term 01/01/2024 to 12/31/2026)          

          c.  Fran Gavin – 2 Year Term (Term 01/01/2024 to 12/31/2025) 

          d.  Mary Renaud – 2 Year Term (01/01/2024/ to 12/31/2025) 

          e.  Kygan Garletts - 1 Year Term (01/01/2024 to 12/31/2024) 

             

                Mayor Tuohy advised that Kurt Derricks will be replacing Royal Nadeau who resigned   

                from the Environmental Commission on this date. Mr. Nadeau served 22 years on the  

                Environmental Commission. The Mayor advised that Mr. Nadeau will still be involved  

                but in a different way. 

 

                Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilwoman Chamberlin, carried to  

                concur with Mayor Tuohy’s appointments to the Environmental Commission. Roll call  

                vote:  AYES – Councilwoman Chamberlin, Quinoa, Fabula and Mayor Tuohy;  ABSENT -     

                Councilwoman Bonanno.  

     

  12.   PUBLIC SESSION: 

 

         a.  Assemblyman-Elect Michael Inganamort was present to introduce himself. 

              Mr. Inganamort stated that he will be the Mayor of Chester for six more days and on   

              the seventh day he will be sworn in as the new State Assemblyman for the 24th  

              District. The Assemblyman-Elect advised that he is honored to serve the 24th District  

              which includes western Morris County, all of Sussex County and eastern Warren  

              County (Allamuchy and Independence Township). Assemblymen-Elect Inganamort  
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              requested that should anyone need anything to please feel free to reach out to him for  

              his assistance. He stated that he hopes to have the opportunity to be in Allamuchy  

              Township more often and to make his presence known.  

 

            Mayor Tuohy stated that Mr. Inganamort has attended various municipal events and  

            has been in Allamuchy Township. She stated that the municipality appreciates 

            his attendance as it was felt that the municipality is under-represented. 

 

            Mayor Tuohy stated that she wanted to acknowledge Maryann Gibbs who was  

            nominated and voted in as President of the Board of Education. Ms. Gibbs will also  

            be the liaison between the Board of Education, the School, and the Township Council. 

 

            Walker Rutherfurd welcomed Assemblyman-Elect Inganamort to Allamuchy  

            Township and hopes to have him in Allamuchy Township more often. Mr. Walker  

            advised that in 2010 he found out his great grandfather built a hydroelectric  

            powerhouse back in 1902 in Allamuchy Township. Mr. Walker stated that he is very  

            much involved with hydropower and renewal energy and looks forward to any grant  

            opportunities and assistance that may be available. 

 

            Mayor Tuohy stated that she would also like acknowledge Charles Fineran for his  

            twenty plus years of service as Chairman to the Allamuchy Environmental  

            Commission and Director of Open Space. The Mayor thanked Mr. Fineran for his  

            service to the Township of Allamuchy. 

 

       13.   ADJOURNMENT – 6:45 P.M. 

 

               Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilman Fabula, carried to adjourn at   

               6:45 p.m. Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Chamberlin, Quinoa, Fabula and  

               Mayor Tuohy; ABSENT – Councilwoman Bonanno. 

  

 

 Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 

 Anne Marie Tracy, Municipal Clerk  

 Rosemary Tuohy, Mayor 


