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MINUTES OF THE WORKSHOP MEETING OF THE ALLAMUCHY TOWNSHIP 

COUNCIL HELD ON JULY 13, 2022 AT 6:30 P.M. 

 

The Township Council convened the workshop meeting in person at 6:30 P.M. on July 13, 

2022. The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

A moment of silence was held at this time for personal intentions.  

  

Mayor Tuohy announced that adequate notice of the time, place and manner of this in-person 

Council meeting has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:   

(1) posting said notice on the municipal building bulletin board.  

(2) emailing said notice to the press and all others who have requested it. 

(3) posting on the official Town website. 

 

PRESENT:  Mayor Touhy, Councilman Cote, Councilwoman Bonanno, Councilman Fabula  

                      and Councilman Quinoa. 

 

ENGINEER’S REPORT/ACTION LIST: 

 

a.  Water Storage Tank – Speaker system still not working.  The water storage tank is  

     functioning.  A new amplifier is needed which the contractor will be purchasing. 
      

     b.  Ridge Road Improvement Project – Work is complete.  Two punch-list items still  

         outstanding. The asphalt testing is in compliance with the NJDOT standards.  There is 

         a payment request for approval.  Once the final closeout package is submitted to the 

         NJDOT then the remainder of the grant money in the amount of $37,500.00 will be 

         released.        

 

c.  Playground Parking Lot Project – No action. 

 

d.  Homeland Towers – No update – will discuss at the August meeting.   

   

e.  Sand Filter Replacement Project – Study was completed and reviewed by Township 

     Council.       

 

f.  Air Quality Permits – Permits were prepared and submitted for Pump Station # 1. 

 

g.  NJPDES – The permit for the Wastewater Treatment Plant expires in 2023.   

     The renewal application is being addressed and will be completed by the end of the year. 

 

h.  NJDOT Local Aid Application- Application was filed and a resolution was adopted for 

     the Cornerstone Drive development.  

      

i.   NJDEP Grant Submissions – A funding application was filed with the NJDEP to replace    

     the Sand Filter.  A funding application for the replacement of the 60,000-gallon water 

storage 

     tank is being prepared at this time. 

 

j.   Bountiful Drive Paving/Municipal Parking Lot Repaving – A meeting was held with the 
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     contractor – South State, Inc.  The work is tentatively scheduled for August.  Independence  

     Township expressed an interest through an interlocal agreement to contribute monies    

     towards this project. 

 

k.  Zoning Permits – Two zoning permits have been issued for the month of June. 

 

     Enforcement: 

a. Drake – Court date is 07/14/2022. 

b. Watterston – Court date is 07/19/2022. 

c. Polowy – Letters were sent by Engr. Sterbenz and Att’y Beilin regarding the operations 

of this business. 

d. Arena – A warning letter was sent to Mr. Arena related to illegal truck parking.   

 

NOTIFICATION OF REASSIGNMENT FROM A TIER B TO TIER A 

MUNICIPALITY. 

 

Engr. Sterbenz advised that Allamuchy Township is being redesignated as a Tier A 

municipality.  This is going to create a significant public works hardship as public works 

efforts are going to be enhanced.  The engineer advised that he has requested a list from 

NJDEP regarding which towns are being redesignated.  It will be up to the municipalities 

to decide if they want to file a response/objection to this redesignation.    

 

ATTORNEY’S REPORT: 

 

a.  Affordable Housing -  CGP&H is the administrative agent for Allamuchy Township. 

     CGP&H has an agreement with the owner of the 13 affordable units in the Village of Old  

     Farm.  CGP&H provided a proposal to the municipality.  The owner has not been responsive  

     to CGP&H. It is estimated that it will cost the municipality approximately $6,000.00 to  

     $10,000.00 per year to contract with CGP&H to act as the administrative agent.  The  

     Township has the option to go out for proposals for administrative agent services. 

 

     This matter will be discussed further at the August meeting. 

 

b.  Ordinances – Attorney Beilin stated that he had prepared two ordinances – A Right-of-Way   

     Ordinance and Soil Importation Ordinance.  

 

Councilman Cote stated that he would like to have a discussion on the Right-of-Way Ordinance. 

 

Councilman Quinoa stated that he has some questions that he would like to have answered such 

as whom is responsible for what.  

 

At this time, Councilman Cote provided background history as to how the DPW operates.  The DPW 

has an operating budget and within the DPW budget there is a line item for tree removal.  There are 

four trees that DPW is targeting for removal.  The original proposal to remove these trees is $4,800.00. 

DPW has agreed that they would take down two of the dead ash trees.  The revised quote is now 

$3,200.00 – which includes removal of two trees.  There is now a concern regarding the costs of tree 

removal and how much it is going to cost Allamuchy Township to remove the dead trees – especially 

the dead ash trees. 
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Councilman Cote stated that each piece of property is different and if the tree is within the Township 

ROW it has always been removed.  The property line on most properties goes right up to the Township 

ROW.  The ROW is owned by the Township which is public.   

 

Councilman Cote stated that the proposed ordinance put the expense and maintenance of the ROW on  

the property owner.  Regarding the Ash Tree problem – the Township has never looked in depth 

at this situation but instead placed the responsibility on the property owner. 

 

Councilman Cote stated that the other concern of the ordinance was who makes the decision of 

what the property owner needs to do – if the work is not being done than the property owner could 

be fined up to $2,000.00.  The property owner is now maintaining Township property.   

The number of Allamuchy residents is approximately 5,000 people – approximately 90%  

live in  Panther Valley – of the people living outside of Panther Valley which is approximately 10% - 

of the 10% living outside of Panther Valley – approximately two percent live on a county road.  It 

would be discriminatory to have a small segment of this town to pay for this expense.  The property 

owner should maintain their property and the Township should maintain their property. 

 

Councilman Quinoa stated that the ordinance refers to trees and it has nothing to do with upkeeping 

property or anything to do in that nature.  It clearly states it is with regard to trees.  There is money in 

the DPW budget for tree removal which is intended to be used for tree removal on Township property 

or Green Acres property.  The other issue is if a property owner plants trees within the Township 

ROW is it the Township’s responsibility to maintain or remove these trees if they die.  Comments that 

have been made on social media are totally off base.  Right-of-ways are utilized for the municipality’s 

purpose to widen or construct roadways, structures, etc. as required. 

 

Attorney Beilin stated that this ordinance was a draft ordinance and discussions should not have gone 

this far. This ordinance has not even been introduced. 

 

Councilman Quinoa stated that he disagreed with Attorney Beilin.  The purpose is to receive 

input from the public and to gather opinions and then the Township could move forward. 

 

Councilman Cote stated that the ordinance also addresses garbage, shrubbery and brush. 

 

Councilwoman Bonanno stated that the way she looks at ROWs are as easements.  The Township 

has limited resources and manpower.  Trees are expensive to re removed especially if it requires a 

crane.  Residents may also want to take trees down quicker than what the municipality could offer. 

Residents would have more freedom to address the needs of their own property. 

 

Councilman Fabula stated that he feels it is the Township’s responsibility to provide safe passage 

for vehicles.  This also includes tree removal.  The burden should not be placed on homeowners. 

There are many questions that need to be answered regarding responsibility of the homeowner 

and the responsibility of the Township.  If there is a tree on his property that is creating a danger than 

he will remove it.  The Township though has the responsibility to provide safety to the residents. 

Most of the deeds refer to the center line of the road out towards the property line – this area would be 

considered the ROW. There is already a mechanism in place to deal with these situations – the 

Township does not need a Zoning Official to drive around town looking at trees. 

 

Mayor Tuohy advised that the Township will not be paying the Zoning Official who is also the 

Municipal Engineer to drive around town to look at trees.  
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Attorney Beilin stated that he feels the Township Council needs to decide if a ROW ordinance is the 

way to move forward – if not then other mechanisms may need to be looked at.  The fact that there 

is a ROW means someone else owns it.  If the Township Council wants to pursue this matter, then  

perhaps the ordinance should remove the words ROW and give a specific distance from the road. 

 

Councilman Cote stated that it would mean the same – that distance would still be considered the 

ROW.  Councilman Cote stated that he is in agreement with the part of the proposed ordinance where 

homeowners should be restricted from putting trees, fences, etc. within the Township ROW. 

  

Mayor Tuohy stated that the whole reason why she spoke to Att’y Beilin regarding this matter 

was that because there was no ordinance regarding tree removal policy and procedures. 

The Township needs to be fair when it comes to the residents.  The Township cannot cut a tree 

down, cut it up and take it away for one property owner and for other properties the tree is cut down 

and not removed. The agendas are on the website – there is an introduction and a public hearing. 

The reason this ordinance was being handled this way was to get comments from the Township 

Council and to work with those comments to create an ordinance.  The other thought process 

was the removal of the ash trees – the Township does not have millions of dollars to remove ash 

trees.  PVPOA is dealing with the ash tree removal process right now in the common property areas.  

This ordinance was to get everyone thinking about to handle the dead trees or trees that 

are creating an unsafe situation. 

 

Councilman Cote stated then that the ordinance should be scrapped because right from the beginning 

the ordinance states “it shall be the duty of the owner of land along the right-of-way to maintain the 

trees in or encroaching……” 

 

Mayor Tuohy stated that the wrong words were used.  If the property ends 10’ from the road, then the 

Township owns that area.  The Township has a right to that 10’ to do improvements which may be 

required.  A ROW and easement are two different things.  A shared driveway is an easement. 

Mayor Tuohy stated that shoulder work will still be done.  The main issue is the tree removal. 

Every property will need to be looked at to determine the ROW.  The mayor requested that 

everyone submits their comments and recommendations to her, and she will work with Att’y Beilin. 

This ordinance is going to take some time – it needs to be done the first time around. 

 

Mayor Tuohy also requested comments on the soil importation ordinance as this ordinance needs 

to be introduced and adopted. 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT: 

 

a.  Cannabis – The Township banned all forms of cannabis – retail, cultivation, etc.  The Land 

     Use Board wanted the Township Council to send out a survey.  The mayor stated that she would 

     like to appoint two members from the Township Council and a few members from the public 

     to study the cannabis issue.  Councilman Fabula and Councilman Bonanno were appointed to this 

     committee.   

 

b.  Municipal Court Audit Report – 2021 – The report was good – there were no recommendations or 

     comments. 

 

     Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilman Cote, carried to accept the Municipal  

     Court Audit report for 2021.  Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Fabula,  

     Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy. 
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c.  Internet/cellular Service – Warren County Commissioners are compiling a survey.  Mayor 

     Tuohy is working with Councilman Fabula on this matter.  The results are due by the end of 

     July. 

 

d.  Community Yard Sale – Event will be held September 17th – rain date September 18th. 

 

e.  Appointment to Recreation Commission – Jeff Feldman (Soccer Commissioner) is resigning. 

     Mr. Joseph Yankoski will be replacing Mr. Feldman with a term expiring 12/31/2023. 

 

     Motion by Mayor Tuohy, seconded by Councilman Quinoa, and approved on roll call vote: 

     AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Fabula, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy. 

 

MUNICIPAL CLERK’S REPORT: 

 

No Report.  

 

PUBLIC SESSION: 

 

a.  Frances Berini, 98 Catswamp Road, was present and stated that she was one of the residents 

     who had a tree taken down and it is still on her property which she agreed to.  The tree will 

     not fall on the wires.  The Township should not be placing the burden on the homeowner 

     to remove trees.  The trees that are in the ROW have been there before she purchased the 

     property.   

 

     Attorney Beilin stated that the intent of the ordinance is to not make anyone do anything on 

     property that they do not own.  It would be unconstitutional to have that happen. 

 

     Ms. Berini stated that tree removal is very black and white – an ordinance is not needed to  

     tell someone whether they own a tree, or the Township owns a tree.  When something is 

     placed in writing there is always a different interpretation.  It is common sense that if there 

     is a tree on private property that creates a hazardous situation then the property owner 

     should remove the tree – especially if it is brought to the owner’s attention.  There have not 

     been any issues over the years.  This ordinance does not need to be passed. 

 

     Mayor Tuohy stated that a lot of surrounding towns have a right-of-way ordinance.  If the 

     tree is on Township property then the Township is responsible. 

 

     Ms. Bernini stated that she has no desire to pay for anything that is not hers.  It is also the 

     expectation that the Township does not pay for anything that is not owned by the Township. 

 

b.  David Canfield, 81 Catswamp Road, was present because of the tone of the ordinance. 

     It is not right to put the liability on the homeowner – the liability should be shared with  

     all the homeowners in the Township. 

 

c.  Luis Sanchez, 100 Catswamp Road, was present and questioned what has Allamuchy Township 

     done with the ash tree problem since the emerald ash borer has become a problem.  He questioned 

     if grants were applied for, Rutgers was consulted or other agencies to assist with the municipality 

     with this problem. He questioned if the residents would be responsible for snow plowing and 

     routine road maintenance.  A conservative plan could be put in place to address town wide 

     tree removal annually.  He thanked the Township Council for allowing him to speak. 
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d.  Ray Bohacz, 115 Catswamp Road, was present that the Township has always removed trees 

     from the ROW.  If a tree falls, the tree is also cut up and removed.  Furthermore, he has 

     two big signs in the Township ROW which he maintains.  There is garbage and debris 

     in the Township ROW that he cleans up and removes.  There is now a proposed ordinance 

     placing a bigger burden on the residents to remove trees.  He stated that the salt from the road 

     goes onto his property – political signs are on his property – but the property owner can not 

     do anything in the Township ROW.  He questioned what the Township is doing to protect 

     the residents of Catswamp Road from overweight and speeding vehicles. 

 

     Mayor Tuohy stated that the State Police have been asked to come out to Catswamp Road. 

     Enforcement is very hard without a local police department.   

     

     Mr. Bohacz stated that perhaps it is not the intent of the ordinance to place the burden on the 

     homeowner but it becomes engraved in stone over the years.   

 

     Mayor Tuohy stated that she will contact the New Jersey State Police requesting additional 

     Patrol on Catswamp Road – especially Friday nights. 

 

e.  John O’Reilly, 101 Catswamp Road, stated that he has pins on his property depicting the ROW and 

     property boundary lines.  He stated that he has seven trees within the Township ROW.  This  

     ordinance, as drafted, is mandating residents using the word “shall.”  The way the ordinance 

     is worded the Township places the burden and liability on the property owner.  The same  

     applies to sidewalk maintenance. 

 

There being no further comments, the public session was closed. 

 

RESOLUTIONS: (ATTACHMENT 1). 

 

a. # 2022-53 – The National Wildlife Federation's (NWF) Community 

     Wildlife Habitat Certification Program. 

 

     Motion by Councilman Cote, seconded by Councilwoman Bonanno, and approved on roll  

     call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Fabula, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

a.  Internet Service for non-serviced areas   

            b.  ATVFD Ordinance – August Workshop – The Fire Department provided a draft ordinance  

                 that they would like to see incorporated in the Ordinance the Township is preparing. 

c.  W/S Capital Improvements Pending Grant Submission 

d.  Warren County Division of Cultural Heritage Affairs Historical 

     Markers -Charlie Fineran Due September 2022 Workshop – Mr. Fineran will be providing 

     a plan as to where the historical markers will be going in the municipality and a grant 

     application will be prepared and filed. 

 

PAYMENT OF BILLS: (ATTACHMENT 2). 

 

Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilman Cote, and approved on roll call 

vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Fabula, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy. 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION:  None. 

 

ADJOURNMENT – 8:54 P.M. 

 

Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilman Cote, carried to adjourn at 8:54 P.M. 

Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Fabula, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Anne Marie Tracy, Municipal Clerk 

 

 

Rosemary Tuohy, Mayor       


