MINUTES OF THE WORKSHOP MEETING OF THE ALLAMUCHY TOWNSHIP COUNCIL
HELD ON MARCH 13, 2024 AT 6:30 P.M.

The Township Council convened the workshop meeting in person at 6:30 P.M. on March 13, 2024.
The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

A moment of silence was held at this time for personal intentions.
The Municipal Clerk announced that adequate notice of the time, place, and manner of this in-person
Council meeting has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:

(1)posting said notice on the municipal building bulletin board.

(2)emailing said notice to the press and all others who have requested it.

(3) posting on the official Town website.

1. PRESENT: Mayor Tuohy, Councilwoman Bonanno, Councilwoman Chamberlin, Councilman
Fabula and Councilman Quinoa.

Township Administrator Tatarenko and Attorney Beilin were also present.

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

a. Regular Meeting — 02/28/2024.

Mayor Tuohy requested that the approval of the minutes be carried until the
03/27/2024 meeting as she did not get a chance to review them.

There were no objections from the Township Council.

Councilwoman Chamberlin advised that she would have to abstain as she was not
present at the 02/28/2024 Township Council meeting.

3. MAYOR/ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:

a. ATVFD — Mayor Tuohy reported that the fire department received a $40,000.00 grant
from the State of New Jersey. This grant money will be used for the acquisition of
gear for the firefighters.

b. APS — Annual Maintenance Agreement — One-year agreement — 2024. There will
be security upgrades to the municipal building in 2025 for which capital monies will be used.
If funds are available, the upgrades may begin in 2024. The Mayor advised that she will
sign a one-year agreement with APS.

c. Stormwater Amendment — Administrator Tatarenko advised that there is a need
for some amendments to municipal ordinances because of the new Stormwater Permit
Regulations. The ordinances were reviewed with the municipal engineer and some of the
ordinances that need to be amended are as follows: Illicit Connections (Water and Sewer),
Improper Disposal of Waste, Litter Control Ordinance, Pet Waste Ordinance, Private Storm Drain
Inlet Retrofitting Ordinance, Privately-Owned Salt Shed, Refuse Containers, Wildlife Feeding
Ordinance and Yard Waste Ordinance.
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Mr. Tatarenko advised that there are two additional ordinances — Stormwater Control
which first needs to be reviewed by the Warren County Engineer’s Office and the Tree
Removal Ordinance which requires more time and discussion with the Township Council.

Mayor Tuohy stated that she would also like to request that the ordinances be sent to
Panther Valley Property Owner’s Association as the ordinance amendments will also pertain

to them.

4. ATTORNEY’S REPORT:

a. Affordable Housing Legislation — Attorney Beilin stated that it appears the amended legislation
will be adopted soon. The Department of Community Affairs (DCA) will provide every
municipality with new affordable housing numbers. The municipality will have the right to
accept those numbers or come up with their own numbers. If a municipality adopts their own
numbers then a resolution must be passed and there is a period of objection. The implementation
of the numbers must be done by July 1, 2024. There are also other items in the legislation
regarding vacant land adjustment, if the municipality does not have enough vacant land available,
and some limits on bonus credits.

b. OPRA Reform — Attorney Beilin advised that there was a concern regarding privacy
disclosure and intent to curtail commercial data mining type operations submitted in
an OPRA request. The legislation would give custodians more time to respond to
OPRA requests. It would also restrict access to emails and calls by exempting logs of
both and requiring the requestor to be more specific with the subject matter.

Mayor Tuohy stated that she had seen COAH numbers come out and she believed it was
62 units for Allamuchy.

Attorney Beilin stated that the municipality has the numbers from the last time around. He
will review the settlement agreement and Housing Plan.

5. BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT:

Mayor Tuohy advised the municipal budget is scheduled to be introduced at the
March 27, 2024 regular meeting with adoption at the April 24, 2024 meeting.

6. CORRESPONDENCE:

a. Local Implementation Committee — Warren County Commissioners
b. Panther Valley Mall — Hydrant Fees
Motion by Councilwoman Bonanno, seconded by Councilman Quinoa, carried to

accept the correspondence as listed. Roll call vote: AYES — Councilpersons
Chamberlin, Quinoa, Fabula, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy.
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7. MUNICIPAL CLERK’S REPORT:

a.

b.

C.

Approval of Raffle Application — Little Hill Foundation for the Rehabilitation of
Alcoholics — Event to be held 10/07/2024 — PVG&CC, One Forrest Drive, Allamuchy, N.J.
Off-Premise 50/50 Raftle.

Approval of Junior Fireman Application — Bryce Stagg, Richard Drive, Hackettstown, NJ.

Approval of Raffle Application — Foundation for Hackettstown Medical Center — 06/10/2024
50/50 Off-Premise Raffle — Event to be held at the PVG&CC.

Motion by Councilwoman Chamberlin, seconded by Councilman Fabula, and approved on
roll call vote: AYES — Councilpersons Chamberlin, Quinoa, Fabula, Bonanno and Mayor
Tuohy.

8. PUBLIC SESSION:

a. Claire Arcaro, 2 Mourning Dove Terrace, Allamuchy, NJ was present as Chairperson of the

Allamuchy Green Team. Ms. Arcaro stated that wanted to thank the Township Council for

sponsoring the Environmental Stewardship Program through Rutgers. She stated that part of the
certification requirement involves a project. The project she chose was the walking trail (across from
the playground). She advised that she would plant native plants on the trail and will refurbish the kiosks.
Ms. Arcaro added that she will also update the kiosk with information for people visiting the trail.

Ms. Arcaro stated that she would like request that certain areas of the trail be mowed as

close to the ground as possible with the least disturbance. This is a 60-hour project overall and the

work described is a little more than 60 hours. Upon completion, it will take donated time and

energy towards the upkeep of this property. Allamuchy is still working on the NWF habitat.

She stated that the municipality still needs 45 properties for wildlife habitat certification. Funding for
sponsorship was provided by a local resident for 15 out of 20 first graders. This sponsorship will pay for
the application fee which is a nice way to give back to the community. Ms. Arcaro added that

Warren County also wants to be the first county in New Jersey to certify a wildlife habitat.

Ms. Arcaro stated that anything that could be done to assist with the program would be greatly
appreciated. She advised that Mayor Tuohy also registered her property as a certified wildlife habitat.

There being no further comments from the public, the public session was closed.

9. ORDINANCES - First Reading/Introduction:

a. #2024-04 — AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ALLAMUCHY, COUNTY OF

WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, VACATING DRAINAGE EASEMENT
OF BLOCK 105, LOT 8.

Attorney Beilin stated that the Township has acquired a drainage easement on this property back

in the 1990’s when Shades of Death Road was realigned. The property is preserved farmland.

The easement is no longer needed for public use so it would make sense to vacate the easement. The
property in question would then revert to the property owner.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Mayor Tuohy stated that this issue is holding up any future expansion or improvements to the
existing buildings for this property owner.

Councilwoman Bonanno questioned if the taxes have been paid on the property that was
on tax sale.

Mayor Tuohy advised that the taxes on the triangular piece of property have been satisfied.
Motion by Councilman Fabula, seconded by Councilwoman Chamberlin, carried to introduce
Ordinance # 2024-04 on first reading. Roll call vote: AYES — Councilpersons Chamberlin,

Quinoa, Fabula, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy.

ORDINANCES - Second Reading and Public Hearing on March 27, 2024.

a. #2024-03 - BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING A SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION
OF $100,000 FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO WATER/SEWER UTILITY SYSTEM
FOR AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF ALLAMUCHY IN THE COUNTY OF
WARREN, NEW JERSEY AND, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $100,000
BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF THE
APPROPRIATION.

RESOLUTIONS — CONSENT AGENDA: None.

Resolutions on Consent Agenda List are considered routine and non-controversial by
the Township Council and will be approved by one motion (one vote). There will be no
separate discussion or debate on each of these resolutions except for the possibility of
briefly clarifying statements which may be offered. If one or more council members
requests, any individual resolution on the consent agenda may be removed from the
Consent Agenda List and acted on separately.

NEW BUSINESS/OTHER BUSINESS:

a. IT Upgrades — Councilman Fabula advised that Quikteks was hired to upgrade IT services.
The municipal emails were upgraded to Outlook 365 and the internet was upgraded to Fiber Optic.
The old internet connection wiring is being reviewed and there are plans to upgrade to new wiring.
The Township will be eliminating the existing server and moving to a Cloud based system.
Cybersecurity will be the focus for 2024.

OLD BUSINESS:

a. Internet Service for non-serviced areas — Mayor Tuohy stated that she had a complaint

regarding a cable box and exposed wiring. She will attempt to contact Altice to assist with

this issue. If a response is not received, then the Municipal Attorney will send a letter which will
also include a status request on the fiber optic build-out.

WI/S Capital Improvements Grant Submission

Ordinance(s) Review

Sand Filter Replacement Project

Open Space and Recreation Plan

©oo0oT

PAYMENT OF BILLS (ATTACHMENT):

Motion by Councilwoman Bonanno, seconded by Councilman Fabula, carried to approve
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the bill list as submitted. Roll call vote: AYES — Councilpersons Chamberlin, Quinoa, Fabula,
Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy.

15. PUBLIC SESSION
There were no comments from the public and the public session was closed.
16. RESOLUTION FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION: None.
17. ADJOURNMENT - 6:54 P.M.
There being no further business, motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilman Fabula,

carried to adjourn at 6:54 p.m. Roll call vote: AYES — Councilpersons Chamberlin, Quinoa, Fabula,
Bonanno, and Mayor Tuohy.

Respectfully Submitted,

Anne Marie Tracy, Municipal Clerk

Rosemary Tuohy, Mayor
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