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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE ALLAMUCHY TOWNSHIP 

COUNCIL HELD MARCH 23, 2022 AT 6:30 P.M. 

Mayor Tuohy called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. 

 

The Township Council convened in open session at 6:30 PM. The meeting opened with the Pledge 

of Allegiance followed by a moment of silence for long- time volunteer Lois O’Connor. 

  

Mayor Tuohy announced that adequate notice of the time, place and manner of this in-person  

Council meeting has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:   

 

(1)  posting said notice on the municipal building bulletin board.  

(2)  emailing said notice to the press and all others who have requested it. 

(3)  posting on the official Town website. 

 

Roll Call Vote:  PRESENT – Mayor Tuohy, Councilwoman Bonanno, Councilman Cote,  

                                                 Councilman Fabula and Councilman Quinoa. 

 

ACCEPTANCE OF BOARD/COMMISSION REPORTS: 

 

a.  ATVFD – January and February, 2022 

b.  Recreation Department -January and February, 2022 

 

Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilwoman Bonanno, and approved on roll call 

vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Fabula, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy.   

 

ENGINEER’S REPORT: 

 

No Report. 

 

ATTORNEY’S REPORT: 

 

No Report. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF THE 2022 MUNICIPAL BUDGET (ATTACHMENT 1). 

 

James Kozimor, CFO, was present and stated that minor changes were made to the budget 

as discussed at the March 9, 2022 workshop meeting.  The increase on an average assessed 

home is $7.05 per year.  There were no cuts to services and if anyone has any questions or 

concerns he was present to address them. 

 

At this time, the Municipal Clerk read the budget resolution into the record.  

 

Motion by Councilman Cote, seconded by Councilwoman Bonanno, carried to introduce the 2022 

Municipal Budget as presented.  Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Fabula, 

Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy. 

 

Public hearing and final adoption to be held April 27, 2022 at 6:30 P.M. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE 2022 SOLID WASTE MUNICIPAL BUDGET 

(ATTACHMENT 2). 

 

Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilman Fabula, carried to introduce the 2022 

Solid Waste Budget as presented.  Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Fabula, 

Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy. 

 

Public hearing and final adoption to be held April 27, 2022 at 6:30 P.M. 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT: 

 

a.  Approval of Blue Light Permit (Renewal) – Dennis Degnan – ATVFD 

  

     Mayor Tuohy advised that she has signed the Blue Light Permit application renewal for Mr.  

     Degnan. 

 

b.  Status of Highlands Council conference call held 03/15/2022:  Mayor Tuohy stated that 

     she along with Engr. Sterbenz, Claire Arcaro (Green Team Chair) and Charles Fineran 

     met with representatives of the Highlands Council.  The key items discussed were: 

1. The Highlands Council can provide funding to the Township to help with master 
planning, historic  preservation, redevelopment planning, economic planning, 

agricultural planning, etc., if the work supports the goals and objectives of the Highlands 

Act and the Highlands Regional Master Plan. 
2. The Highlands Council would like the Township to consider opting into the Highlands 

Regional Master Plan ( HRMP)  for the entirety of the Township. Currently, the Township 

only opted into the HRMP for the preservation area and not the planning area  
3. The Highlands Council can provide funding to assist the Township with the master plan 

reexamination that is planned for this year by the Planning Board. A scope of work must 

be submitted to get approval for the funding.  
4. The Highlands Council can provide funding for an update to the open space plan from 

2002. A scope of work must be submitted to get approval for the funding.  
5. The Highlands Council has almost completed work on an interactive Environmental 

Resource Inventory (ERI)  that is of interest to the Environmental Commission.  

 c.  DCA Aid Services – Utility Moratorium – Mayor Tuohy stated that information was 

    provided to the Water Utility Clerk regarding the moratorium on utility terminations 
    which expired 03/15/2022.  There is grant money available for residents to apply for 

    who need assistance with their utility bill.  The Utility Clerk will need to provide the  

    information to the DCA and a payment plan could be setup by the Township for the  

    residents to be able to pay their bill.    

 

d.  Clean Communities Bag-Up NJ – Mayor Tuohy advised that reusable bags will be made 

    available at clean-up day on April 30, 2022.  Reusable bags were ordered with the Township 

    logo as a result of the plastic bag ban which goes into effect May 2, 2022. 

 

 TOWNSHIP COUNCIL REPORTS: 

 

a.   Councilman Cote – Quotes were received for a new mower – the lowest quote was from       

 Montague Tool, Montague, NJ in the amount of $13,022.10. 
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     Motion by Mayor Tuohy, seconded by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilman Quinoa, 

     carried to accept the quote of Montague Tool as presented.  Roll call vote:  AYES –  

     Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Fabula, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy. 

 

     Councilman Cote advised that Montague Tool will provide a loaner if the Township 

     mower is out for an extended amount of time.  

 

     Wood Chipper – Councilman Cote stated that three quotes were received for the acquisition 

     of a wood chipper.  The lowest quote was received from Modern in the $38,597.40. 

 

     Mr. Kozimor stated that this acquisition is coming out of this year’s capital – reserve for 

     equipment.  Mr. Kozimor added that both of these vendors are members of a Cooperative 

     Agreement. 

 

     Councilwoman Bonanno questioned if PVPOA has a wood chipper. 

 

     Mayor Tuohy stated that she believes that PVPOA does have a chipper. 

 

     Councilman Quinoa stated that there is a meeting with Warren County Road Department on 

     March 28, 2022.  Shared services of equipment will be discussed and DPW Supervisors will 

     be attending this meeting. 

 

     Councilman Cote stated that the wood chipper could be approved but the purchase order 

     does not need to be issued immediately.    

 

     Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilman Cote, carried to approve the 

     acquisition of a wood chipper as discussed.  Certification/Training will also be addressed 

     with the vendor.   Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Fabula, Quinoa 

     and Mayor Tuohy. 

 

     Drug-Testing Program – Councilman Cote stated that a drug testing program has been setup  

     with St. Luke’s.  This program applies to employees who operate Township vehicles and    

     equipment. 

 

     Seasonal Help – Councilman Cote stated that he will run a few ads locally seeking seasonal   

     help for the DPW. 

   

b.  Councilwoman Bonanno advised that she is still working with Altice with regard internet       

  service at the firehouse. 

    

OTHER/NEW BUSINESS: 

 

a.  Mayor Tuohy stated that the Fire Department Committee created an MOU for the Fire 

Department. The Fire Department will have a line item just for their operating budget.  

Expenses will need to be approved by the Mayor/Council.  The MOU will be placed on the 

April workshop agenda for discussion. 
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b.  SMSD Budget – The SMSD budget was provided to the Township Council for approval. This  

 matter will be placed on the April workshop agenda for action.  

 

BOARD/COMMISSION REPORTS: 

 

Charles Fineran, Open Space Director, was present and stated that there will be a meet and greet 

with Warren County Commissioner on March 30, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. at the Administration 

Building, Route 519, Belvidere, NJ.  Mr. Fineran stated that he will be introducing Commissioner 

Kearn and will be focusing on specific sites throughout Warren County. 

 

Claire Arcaro, Green Team Chairperson, was present and stated that she will be attending 

Hope’s Green Fair on April 30th.  The Green Team will be presenting a composting presentation at 

this event.  Furthermore, the team is working with the school to change the fence around the 

community garden with a possible expansion and did some additional planting at the school.  

 

Abby Christmann, Christmann Consulting, LLC, was present and discussed the website updates. 

The website is ADA compliant .  There are additional utilities that could be added to the ADA 

Feature but it would cost a substantial amount of money to do this.  The bulk mail is complete. 

This function is now working.  There is another section that will be added for employment  

opportunities and the overall structure is done – content just needs to be added.   

 

MUNICIPAL CLERK’S REPORT: 

 

The Municipal Clerk advised that the outside ballot box will be open on 04/22/2022.  Mail-in 

ballots are being mailed out on 04/23. 

 

PUBLIC SESSION: 

 

a.  Greg Malejko, Peter Drive, was present and stated that he feels the acquisition of the a 

     wood chipper is unnecessary.  This is just another piece of equipment to maintain.  If trees 

     come down, the tree is cut and rolled off to the side.  Shared services should be considered 

     if a wood chipper is needed for the amount of road miles in Allamuchy Township. 

 

b.  Jim Okken, 3 Joseph Court, was present and questioned the status of Ridge Road. 

    

     Mayor Tuohy advised that the project went out for bid and a contract was awarded, 

     The project is anticipated to begin in the Spring, 2022. 

    

ORDINANCES – FIRST READING: 

 

None. 
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ORDINANCES – SECOND READING: 

 

a.  Ordinance # 2022-04 – ORDINANCE CONCERNING SALARIES, VACATIONS, AND                
                                            HOLIDAYS, AND OTHER WORK CONDITIONS FOR OFFICERS  
                                          AND EMPLOYEES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ALLAMUCHY,  
                                       WARREN COUNTY, STATE OF NEW JERSEY. 

 

     Motion by Councilman Cote, seconded by Councilman Fabula, carried to adopt Ordinance #  

     2022-04 on second reading. 

 

     At this time, the meeting was opened to the public. 

 

     There were no comments or objections and the public hearing was closed. 

 

     Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Fabula, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy. 

      

RESOLUTIONS:   

 

a.  # 2022-36 –  TRANSFERS (ATTACHMENT 3). 

 

     Motion by Councilwoman Bonanno, seconded by Councilman Cote, and approved on roll 

     call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Fabula, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy. 

          

b.  # 2022-37 -  A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TOWNSHIP OF  

                          ALLAMUCHY TO ENTER INTO THE NEW JERSEY 

                          COOPERATIVE PURCHASING ALLIANCE COOPERATIVE   

                          PRICING AGREEMENT WITH THE COUNTY OF BERGEN  

                          (ATTACHMENT 4). 

 

     Motion by Councilman Cote, seconded by Mayor Tuohy, and approved on roll 

     call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Fabula, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy. 

 

  

c.  # 2022-38 – RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION # 2022-34 

                         AUTHORIZING THE REFUND OF OVERPAYMENTS  

                         FOLLOWING THE POSTING OF 1ST QUARTER 2022 

                         PROPERTY TAX PAYMENTS (ATTACHMENT 5).  

 

     Motion by Mayor Tuohy, seconded by Councilman Cote, and approved on roll 
     call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Fabula, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

Mayor Tuohy stated that she is still trying to get in touch with Planet Network to bring 

internet into un-serviced areas in Allamuchy Township.  
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PAYMENT OF BILLS/ADD-ON LIST (ATTACHMENT 6). 

 

Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilman Quinoa, carried to approve the bill list 

and add-on list as submitted. Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Fabula, 

Quinoa (abstain on Recreation Disbursements only) and Mayor Tuohy.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

a.  Workshop Meeting – February 9, 2022 as submitted. 

 

     Motion by Mayor Tuohy, seconded by Councilman Quinoa, and approved on roll  

     call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Fabula, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy.  

 

b.  Regular Meeting – February 23, 2022  - Revisions are required and the adoption of the minutes   

 will be placed on the April 9, 2022 Workshop Meeting agenda for approval.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION – None. 

 

ADJOURNMENT – 7:30 P.M. 

 

There being no further business, motion by Councilman Cote, seconded by Councilman Quinoa, 

carried to adjourn at 7:30 p.m. Roll call vote: AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Fabula, 

Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy.  

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Anne Marie Tracy, Municipal Clerk 

 

 

Rosemary Tuohy, Mayor 

 


