MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE ALLAMUCHY TOWNSHIP COUNCIL
HELD MARCH 27, 2024 AT 6:30 P.M.

Mayor Tuohy called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M.

The Township Council convened in open session at 6:30 p.m. on March 27, 2024. The meeting opened
with the Pledge of Allegiance. A moment of silence was held for personal intentions.

The Municipal Clerk announced that adequate notice of the time, place, and manner of this in-person
Council meeting has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:

(1) posting said notice on the municipal building bulletin board.
(2) emailing said notice to the press and all others who have requested it.
(3) posting on the official Town website.

1. ROLL CALL VOTE: PRESENT - Mayor Tuohy, Councilwoman Bonanno, Councilwoman
Chamberlin, Councilman Fabula and Councilman Quinoa.
Administrator Andrew Tatarenko was also present.

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

a. Regular Meeting — 02/28/2024 as submitted.
b. Workshop Meeting — 03/13/2024 as submitted.

Motion by Councilman Fabula, seconded by Councilman Quinoa, carried to
approve the 02/28/2024 minutes and the 03/13/2024 minutes as submitted. Roll call
vote: AYES — Councilpersons Chamberlin (03/13/2024 minutes only), Fabula,
Quinoa, Bonanno, and Mayor Tuohy; ABSTAIN — Councilwoman Chamberlin on
the 02/28/2024 minutes).

3. INTRODUCTION OF THE 2024 MUNICIPAL BUDGET (ATTACHMENT).

James Kozimor, Chief Financial Officer, was present and stated that there was a great deal

of time spent on the budget preparation. The budget revenues exceeded last year’s anticipated
amounts which helped support the 2023 budget and provides a good base for the 2024 budget.

The revenues are strong and tax collection rates came in very well for 2023. The municipality should
continue to have good strong budgets going forward.

The amount to be reserved in capital reserve going forward would be used for road improvements,

firefighting equipment, road equipment, etc. This would allow the municipality to pay as we go which
would not affect the taxpayers. Capital money is available to take care of needed repairs.
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Mr. Kozimor advised that based on a $250,000 home the tax increase would be $11.75 per home per
year which is less than a dollar per month. This increase will allow the municipality to keep all the
programs in place and continue keeping the Township in good shape.

Mayor Tuohy stated that the 2024 budget is an excellent budget.

Councilwoman Bonanno stated that this increase is also less than a 2% increase in the tax rate.

Mr. Kozimor stated that the increase is well below the 2% cap. The Township could bank
approximately $245,000 for emergency needs. He suggested that if the municipality keeps an

eye on spending and there is no unforeseeable emergency projects, the Township will be in good shape.

Mayor Tuohy stated that there was a lot of work put into this budget.

Mr. Kozimor advised that this year the municipality falls under the “self-exam” status of the
budget so the budget does not need to be reviewed by the State.

The budget will be uploaded to the municipal website for public review.

Councilwoman Bonanno stated that the utility budget and solid waste budget is also on for
introduction.

Mr. Kozimor stated that the Municipal Budget also includes the Water/Sewer utility budget.
There is also a separate Solid Waste Budget which has increased approximately $5,000 dollars year
over year.

Councilwoman Bonanno state that the garbage contract has remained relatively flat. The contract
is a 3-year contract and the municipality is on the third year. The new contract could have a
a significant financial impact on next year’s budget.

Mr. Kozimor recommended the Township start the bid process earlier with the hopes of more
companies bidding for garbage collection.

Councilwoman Bonanno stated that the utility budget is self-liquidating, but it is anticipated that
a rate increase will take place due to repairs, overall infrastructure upgrades and regulations from
the State.

Mayor Tuohy advised that there have been no rate increases since 20009.

Mr. Kozimor stated that he will get different rate schedules from other towns. If a private company
Were to operate the water/sewer system the rates would be significantly higher.
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Councilman Quinoa questioned Page 13 - Land Use Board Salaries and Wages. He inquired why
there was an increase in salaries and wages from 2023 to 2024.

Mr. Kozimor advised that in 2023 the Land Use Board was in between secretaries.

Mayor Tuohy advised that the previous secretary did not have the required experience and
the position also went from hourly to salary and the Land Use Board was not very busy.

Mr. Kozimor stated that the salary is historically back to what it used to be.
At this time the Municipal Clerk read the budget notice for the record (ATTACHMENT).

Motion by Councilwoman Chamberlin, seconded by Councilman Quinoa, carried to introduce
the 2024 Municipal Budget as presented.

Mayor Tuohy questioned when will the Township receive the school budget.

Mr. Kozimor thought within the next month or so. The Board of Education already received
their state aid.

Mayor Tuohy stated that the school budget was on for introduction this week but the Board of
Education voted down to send it to Warren County. The Board wanted more financial cuts and the
cuts that were made were unexplained.

Mr. Kozimor stated he was not sure what happens if their own board votes it down. He was not
familiar with how the county handles the process.

Councilman Quinoa stated that it is a confusing process. He was not sure if the current budget the
Board of Education presented goes to the County or does the Board have another chance to make
changes to the existing budget and resubmit it for introduction.

Mayor Tuohy believes the budget goes to the county as presented and then the budget goes to the
public for public hearing. If the budget is voted down, then it goes back to Warren County and
Warren County will either approve it or direct additional cuts.

Roll call vote: AYES — Councilpersons Chamberlin, Quinoa, Fabula, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy.
INTRODUCTION OF THE 2024 SOLID WASTE BUDGET (ATTACHMENT).

The Municipal Clerk read the budget notice into the record.

Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilwoman Bonanno, carried to introduce the 2024

Solid Waste Budget as presented. Roll call vote: AYES — Councilpersons Chamberlin, Quinoa,
Fabula, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy.
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10.

SPECIAL MUNICIPAL SERVICES DISTRICT BUDGET

This matter will be listed on the April workshop or regular meeting agenda for discussion
and action.

MAYOR/ADMINISTRATOR'’S REPORT:

No Report.

ACCEPTANCE OF DEPARTMENT REPORTS — FEBRUARY, 2024:

Department of Public Works

Plant Ops

Water & Sewer Collections/Delinquencies
Allamuchy Township Volunteer Fire Department
Tax Collector Report

Zoning Report

Green Team

Recreation

S@ o a0 o

Motion by Councilwoman Bonanno, seconded by Councilman Fabula, carried to
accept the Board/Commission reports as presented. Roll call vote: AYES — Councilpersons
Chamberlin, Quinoa, Fabula, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

a. Budget/Finance Committee Report — Mayor Tuohy/Councilwoman Bonanno
No report.

CORRESPONDENCE:

None.

MUNICIPAL CLERK’S REPORT:

a. Approval of Raffle Application — Rutherfurd Hall Foundation — Event to be held 05/04/2024
at Rutherfurd Hall, Route 517, Allamuchy, NJ — 50/50 On-Premise Raffle.

Motion by Councilwoman Chamberlin, seconded by Councilman Quinoa, and approved on roll
call vote: AYES - Councilpersons Chamberlin, Quinoa, Fabula, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy.
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11.

12.

PUBLIC SESSION:

None.

ORDINANCES - FIRST READING:

Mayor Tuohy advised that these ordinances need to be introduced and adopted as
a result of the municipality being redesignated as a Tier A municipality. There are
stronger mandates regarding stormwater management requirements and practices.

a. #2024-05- AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND PART II, GENERAL LEGISLATION,

CHAPTER 296, WATER AND SEWERS, TO ESTABLISH ARTICLE XIV,

“ILLICIT CONNECTIONS.”
Motion by Councilwoman Chamberlin, seconded by Councilman Quinoa, carried to
introduce Ordinance # 2024-05 on first reading. Roll call vote: AYES — Councilpersons
Chamberlin, Quinoa, Fabula, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy.

Second reading to take place on 04/24/2024 at 6:30 p.m.

b. #2024-06 - AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND PART II, GENERAL LEGISLATION,

CHAPTER 296, WATER AND SEWERS, TO ESTABLISH ARTICLE XV,

“IMPROPER DISPOSAL OF WASTE.”

Motion by Councilwoman Bonanno, seconded by Councilman Fabula, carried to
introduce Ordinance # 2024-06 on first reading.

Councilwoman Bonanno stated that she was concerned with enforcement and perhaps the
municipality should review the penalty phase. She questioned if there were repercussions
if the municipality does not strongly enforce these ordinances.

Mayor Tuohy agreed but these ordinances are required as part of the stormwater permit
process. Panther Valley also has their own rules and regulations. The PVPOA will probably
need to do some of their own stormwater requirement modifications. The Mayor stated
that all the fines and penalties will be reviewed since the code book is up to date.

Roll call vote: AYES — Councilpersons Chamberlin, Quinoa, Fabula, Bonanno and Mayor
Tuohy.

Second reading to take place on 04/24/2024 at 6:30 p.m.

c. #2024-07 - AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND PART II, GENERAL LEGISLATION,
CHAPTER 196, LITTERING.
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g.

Motion by Councilwoman Chamberlin, seconded by Councilwoman Bonanno, carried to
introduce Ordinance # 2024-07 on first reading. Roll call vote: AYES — Councilpersons
Chamberlin, Quinoa, Fabula, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy.

Second reading to take place on 04/24/2024 at 6:30 p.m.

# 2024-08 - AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND PART 11, GENERAL LEGISLATION,
CHAPTER 85, ANIMALS, TO ESTABLISH ARTICLE VI, “PET WASTE.”

Motion by Councilwoman Bonanno, seconded by Councilwoman Chamberlin, carried to
introduce Ordinance # 2024-08 on first reading. Roll call vote: AYES — Councilpersons
Chamberlin, Quinoa, Fabula, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy.

Second reading to take place on 04/24/2024 at 6:30 p.m.

#2024-09 - AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND PART Il, GENERAL LEGISLATION,
CHAPTER 190, LAND DEVELOPMENT, TO ESTABLISH ARTICLE
1200, “PRIVATE STORM DRAIN INLET RETROFITTING.”

Motion by Councilwoman Bonanno, seconded by Councilman Fabula, carried to
introduce Ordinance # 2024-09 on first reading. Roll call vote: AYES — Councilpersons
Chamberlin, Quinoa, Fabula, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy.

Second reading to take place on 04/24/2024 at 6:30 p.m.

#2024-10 - AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND PART 11, GENERAL LEGISLATION,
CHAPTER 296, WATER AND SEWERS, TO ESTABALISH ARTICLE XIlIl,
“PRIVATELY-OWNED SALT STORAGE.”

Motion by Councilwoman Chamberlin, seconded by Councilman Quinoa, carried to
introduce Ordinance # 2024-10 on first reading. Roll call vote: AYES — Councilpersons
Chamberlin, Quinoa, Fabula, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy.

Second reading to take place on 04/24/2024 at 6:30 p.m.
#2024-11 - AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND PART Il, GENERAL LEGISLATION,

CHAPTER 259, SOLID WASTE, TO ESTABALISH ARTICLE IV,
“PRIVATELY-OWNED REFUSE CONTAINERS/DUMPTERS.”

Motion by Councilwoman Bonanno, seconded by Councilwoman Chamberlin, carried to
introduce Ordinance # 2024-11 on first reading. Roll call vote: AYES — Councilpersons
Chamberlin, Quinoa, Fabula, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy.
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Second reading to take place on 04/24/2024 at 6:30 p.m.

h. #2024-12 - AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND RENAME PART Il, GENERAL
LEGISLATION, CHAPTER 85, ANIMALS, ARTICLE V, FEEDING OF
BEARS.

Motion by Councilwoman Bonanno, seconded by Councilwoman Chamberlin, carried to
introduce Ordinance # 2024-12 on first reading. Roll call vote: AYES — Councilpersons
Chamberlin, Quinoa, Fabula, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy.

Second reading to take place on 04/24/2024 at 6:30 p.m.

I. #2024-13 - AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND PART II, GENERAL LEGISLATION,
CHAPTER 259, SOLID WASTE, TO ESTABLISH ARTICLE 111, “YARD
WASTE.”

Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilwoman Chamberlin, carried to
introduce Ordinance # 2024-13 on first reading. Roll call vote: AYES — Councilpersons
Chamberlin, Quinoa, Fabula, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy.

13. ORDINANCES - SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING:
a. #2024-03 - BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING A SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION
OF $100,000.00 FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO WATER AND SEWER UTILITY
SYSTEM FOR AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF ALLAMUCHY, IN THE
COUNTY OF WARREN, NEW JERSEY AND AUTHORIZING THE
ISSUANCE OF $100,000.00 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR
FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION.

Motion by Councilwoman Chamberlin, seconded by Councilwoman Bonanno, carried to
adopt Ordinance # 2024-03 on second reading.

At this time, the public hearing was held on Ordinance # 2024-03.
There were no comments or objections, and the public hearing was closed.

Roll call vote: AYES — Councilpersons Chamberlin, Quinoa, Fabula, Bonanno and Mayor
Tuohy.

14. RESOLUTIONS:

Resolutions on Consent Agenda List are considered routine and non-controversial by the
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15.

Township Council and will be approved by one motion (one vote). There will be no separate
discussion or debate on each of these resolutions except for the possibility of briefly clarifying
statements which may be offered. If one or more council members requests, any individual
resolution on the consent agenda may be removed from the Consent Agenda List and acted on
separately.

a. #2024-50 - RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
ALLAMUCHY AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT WITH
QUIKTEKS FOR DATA, VOICE WIRING AND IT ROOM RELOCATION
PROJECT AND THE AUTHORIZATION OF EXPENDITURE FROM THE
AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN FUNDS.

b. #2024-51 - RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
ALLAMUCHY AUTHORIZING THE EXPENDITURE FROM THE
AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN FUNDS FOR THE PURCHASE OF A
PEROXYACETIC ACID TANK (BioSafe Systems).

c. #2024-52 - RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
ALLAMUCHY AUTHORIZING BUDGET APPROPRIATION TRANSFERS
FOR THE 2023 CALENDAR YEAR.

Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilwoman Bonanno, carried to approve
Resolution # 2024-50 to Resolution # 2024-52 as presented. Roll call vote: AYES —
Councilpersons Chamberlin, Quinoa, Fabula, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy.

NEW BUSINESS/PENDING BUSINESS:

Internet Service for non-services areas.

W/S Capital Improvements Grant Submission.

c. Ordinance Review — Mayor Tuohy advised the Municipal Attorney will be directed to begin
the review process of all the municipal ordinances.

d. Sand Filter Replacement Project — no update.

. Open Space and Recreation Plan — Discussion on the 04/10/2024 Workshop Meeting Agenda.

f. Trail Committee Update — Emilio Lois, Trail Advisory Committee, was present and stated that

he had met with the municipal engineer to review the proposed Rails to Trails Project. He

advised that they had walked the entire trail. The trail will be broken out into certain sections.

There are sections owned by the NJDEP and certain sections owned by the municipality. The

sections owned by the municipality may need to be done piecemeal due to the costs of the

improvements. Approximately 60 to 65 percent of the trail is owned by the NJDEP.

oo

D

Mayor Tuohy announced that the Hackettstown High School Environmental Commission performed
a roadside clean-up on sections of Alphano Road. The students picked up 7 tires and 11 bags of trash
and they spent three hours on this cleanup. The Allamuchy Environmental Commission will

be giving them a check for those funds to be used for a community garden. The Hackettstown High
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School Environmental Commission wants to do roadside clean-up at least once or twice a month.

16. PAYMENT Of BILLS AND ADD-ON LIST (ATTACHMENT):

Mayor Tuohy advised that there is an add-on bill for QuikTeks as there was an underpayment
made on the February bill. The underpayment is in the amount of $487.00.

Motion by Councilman Fabula, seconded by Councilwoman Bonanno, carried to approve the
bill list and add-on bill as presented. Roll call vote: AYES — Councilpersons Chamberlin, Fabula,
Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy; ABSTAIN — Councilman Quinoa.

17. PUBLIC SESSION:

None.

18. EXECUTIVE SESSION:

None.

19. ADJOURNMENT —7:13 P.M.

There being no further business, motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilman Fabula,
carried to adjourn at 7:13 p.m. Roll call vote: AYES — Councilpersons Chamberlin, Quinoa,
Fabula, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy.

Respectfully Submitted,

Anne Marie Tracy, Municipal Clerk

Rosemary Tuohy, Mayor
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