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MINUTES OF THE WORKSHOP MEETING OF THE ALLAMUCHY TOWNSHIP 

COUNCIL HELD ON NOVEMBER 09, 2022 AT 6:30 P.M. 

 

The Township Council convened the workshop meeting in person at 6:30 P.M. on November 

09, 2022. The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

A moment of silence was held at this time for personal intentions.  

  

Mayor Tuohy announced that adequate notice of the time, place and manner of this in-person 

Council meeting has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:   

(1) posting said notice on the municipal building bulletin board.  

(2) emailing said notice to the press and all others who have requested it. 

(3) posting on the official Town website. 

 

PRESENT:  Mayor Touhy, Councilman Cote, Councilwoman Bonanno and Councilman                  

                      Quinoa. 

ABSENT   :  Councilman Fabula. 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT: 

 

a. Dog Park Sponsored “Eleventh Hour Rescue” on October 29, 2022 – 2 adoption applications 
completed – one dog was adopted – free membership to Dog Park for 2023 for 

     any dog adopted as a result of this event.  

b. Update: Bulk Day Held on October 29, 2022 – Collected $470.00.  
c. New Jersey League of Municipalities Conference in November 2022 
d. Request for Proposals Advertised – Working with CFO Kozimor on this matter. 
e. Land Use Board Secretary Retiring on December 31, 2022 – Actively seeking replacement. 
f. Update on “Pigs Running Wild” – Several rescue groups and individuals are involved with 
     the capture of the two pigs running wild.  A camera has been installed and a cage has been  
     setup.  Mayor Tuohy thanked Tranquility Farms for food donations along with various  
     rescue groups. 
g. Tree Lighting December 1, 2022 – Will take place at the Fire Department and refreshments 
     will be available afterwards at Hafner Hall. 
h. 150th Anniversary Planning – Committee meetings have been held and will be meeting with 
     Bam Bam Productions regarding possible entertainment event.   
i. Meeting with Planet Networks – A meeting was held with a representative of Planet 

Networks and the biggest obstacle is Verizon and obtaining permission to use the poles to run 
     the cable.  Cable will be installed down Route 517 from Green Township to Hackettstown and  
     areas that require underground installation will take longer.   
 
ENGINEER’S REPORT: 

 

a.  Flood Plain Ordinance – Amendment will need to be done to conform to FEMA guidelines 

     as a result of Tropical Storm Ida.  A model ordinance was received, and it needs to be  

     introduced and adopted by the end of the year.  This ordinance amendment needs to be done 

     in order to comply with the participation in flood plain insurance programs. 
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b.  Stormwater Designation – A few meetings have been held and there have been a few  

     changes to the street sweeping program.  There are a few grants available for Tier B  

     municipalities who are being redesignated to Tier A.   

 

     Mayor Tuohy questioned when the municipal appeal will be heard. 

 

     Engr. Sterbenz advised that he need to contact the DEP regarding this matter.  The 

     Permit paperwork needs to be filed and the question is to whether file as a Tier A or Tier B 

     municipality. 

 

     Mayor Tuohy advised that the paperwork should be filed as a Tier B municipality.  This is 

     another unfunded mandate.  The other issue is to argue the HOA should not be included in 

     the configuration of Tier B to Tier A.  If the HOA does not have to comply with the 

     stormwater rules and regulations then the population figure should not be included as the  

     basis for the redesignation of the municipality. 

 

c.  Water Storage Tank Project – Project is done.  Contractor needs to provide an operations  

     manual to the Water/Sewer Dept.  The project is now in the two-year maintenance period. 

     The report will be updated to reflect the maintenance period. 

 

d.  Homeland Towers – T-Mobile submitted their project for approval to the corporate office. 

      

e.  NJPDES – Permit will be submitted to the NJDEP by the end of 2022. 

 

f.  Bountiful Drive Paving/Municipal Parking Lot Paving – Project will be bid in 2023. 

    Contractor was not responsive and there was concern that the job would not get done 

    in a timely manner. 

 

 g. NJDEP Water Allocation Permit – A comment letter was received from the State and 

     those comments are being addressed by the Plant Operator.  This is a ten-year permit that 

     allows the municipality to take water out of the ground, treat it and supply it to all the 

     customers on the system.   

 

     Councilwoman Bonanno questioned if there was any PFOS in the system. 

 

     Engineer Sterbenz stated there was not any PFOS and he was not aware of any. 

 

 h. Catswamp Road Improvement – The engineer advised that he had walked the road with 

     the mayor.  There is $141,000.00 in grant money.  The original budget provided was 

     based on the improvements currently on Catswamp Road so the project was replicated. 

     The matter was reviewed again, and it was concluded that the curbing was not needed 

     and the inlets are in good shape.  A revised budget was resubmitted in the amount of  

     $300,000 which would include milling/paving and the same striping parkers along with 

     pavement markers in the turning lane but not all the way up Catswamp Road. 

 

     The intent is to bid Bountiful Drive Paving and the Municipal Parking Lot either 

     as one project or separately.  The engineer will seek approval from the NJDOT to 

     confirm that the project could be bid all together. 
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ZONING/TREE REMOVAL APPLICATIONS: 

 

Engr. Sterbenz advised that 9 zoning permits have been issued and 4 tree removal permits 

issued. 

 

There are three enforcement/pending enforcement issues pending – Drake Property (Long 

Bridge Road), Watterston (Bountiful Drive) and the Polowy Property located on Kasper Road 

regarding truck activity and complaints from residents.  Mr. Polowy has been placed on notice  

by the Municipal Engineer and Municipal Attorney. 

 

i.  Sand Filter Replacement Project – A scope of work of being prepared.  The engineer advised     

    that another field inspection is required to finalize the electrical work that needs to be done 

         primarily the electrical panel.   

 

         Mayor Tuohy advised that until the municipality hears anything on the grant that was filed no 

         work should be done at this point. 

 

    Councilman Quinoa questioned why a scope of work being prepared since the municipality 

    has not heard anything on the grant. 

 

    Engineer Sterbenz stated that it was requested of him to look at the work being required    

    based upon the Evoqua assessment report.  The scope of work is almost 95% complete. 

 

Mayor Tuohy advised that she was not inclined to spend any more money on this project  

until a determination is made on the grant that was filed.  She requested that the engineer  

follow up on the grant filed by the municipality regarding an anticipated award date.   

 

Councilman Cote questioned if the report for the 60,000-gallon storage tank was reviewed    

which was submitted by Mumford Bjorkman and Associates. 

 

Engr. Sterbenz stated that in reviewing the report it looks like the tank is in better shape than 

originally thought.   

 

Councilwoman Bonanno stated that the report did not include any mention of lead testing to   

the tank. 

 

Engr. Sterbenz advised that he believes the lead testing was done in 1997 when the tank was  

rehabilitated.  He stated that he thought the 60,000-gallon tank replacement was in the range  

of $300,000 to $400,000 and this includes the soft cost. 

 

          ATTORNEY’S REPORT: 

 

    a.  Drinking Water and Clean Water State Revolving Fund – Attorney Beilin advised that he 
          had reviewed correspondence regarding this matter and no action is required by the municipality at  

          this time.  The Final Amendments to the Final Federal Fiscal Year 2022/State Fiscal Year  

         2023 Intended Use Plans for the Clean Water and Drinking Water State Revolving Funds  

         detail how New Jersey will use $295 million of American Resue Plan Act funding  

         appropriated to the Department in SFY2023. 
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    b.  Lead Based Paint Regulations – Attorney Beilin advised that he will be reviewing 

         the mandates of the legislation.  Allamuchy Township is at the lowest possible level  

         of the mandate and testing requirement.  
 

                COUNCIL MEMBER’S REPORT: 

   

a. Municipal Court Liaison – Waiting on a final determination if the Municipal Court Administrator 

          will be retiring at the end of the year. 

 

b. Fire Department – The firetruck was sold for $37,500.00.  It was picked up on 11/05/2022. 

 

c. Personnel Committee – Personnel Policy will be reviewed and amended as required.  

 

d.  Safety Committee – No report.   

 

e.  Finance Committee – RFP’s have been advertised and will be mailed to various firms. 

         A “no spending” policy after 12/01/22 will be put into place (only operating items will be  

         permitted).  All departments need to put in all requisitions and invoices.  The 2023 municipal  

         department budgets are being prepared. 

 

    f.   Ordinance Committee – No report.  

 

   g.  DPW Committee – Mayor Tuohy advised that she had received correspondence  

        from a company regarding pothole repair.  The information was provided to the DPW 

        Supervisor for further research. 

 

   h.  Recreation Commission – Councilman Quinoa stated that he had nothing to report. 

         

        Mayor Tuohy advised that she had attended a PVPOA meeting with the Recreation 

        Commissioner to discuss partnering with various events for the municipality.  

 

    i.  Water/Sewer Department – Councilman Cote advised that the PEOSHA items have been 

        corrected and will be reinspected by the State. 

 

Mayor Tuohy stated that she wanted to acknowledge Kristen Colavito and Stacy Bockbrader. 

These two employees are pursuing their certifications for Tax Collector and Qualified 

Purchasing Agency respectively. 

      

MUNICIPAL CLERK: 

 

No items to report. 

 

PUBLIC SESSION: 

 

a.  Charles Fineran, Open Space Director, stated Rutherfurd Hall was part of the three trail program  

     sponsored by Warren County.  There were 99 people that visited Rutherfurd Hall on Sunday, 

     November 6, 2022.   
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ORDINANCES – First Reading: 

 

a.  # 2022-08 -  AN ORDINANCE BY THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF                

                        ALLAMUCHY AMENDING THE TOWNSHIP OF ALLAMUCHY CODE OF  
                        ORDINANCES TO REPEAL CHAPTER 166 TO ADOPT A NEW CHAPTER  
                      166;TO ADOPT FLOOD HAZARD MAPS; TO DESIGNATE A FLOODPLAIN  
                         ADMINISTRATOR; AND PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY AND AN  
                            EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

     Motion by Councilwoman Bonanno, seconded by Councilman Quinoa, carried to  

     introduce Ordinance # 2022-08 on first reading.  Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons 

     Cote, Bonanno, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy;  ABSENT – Councilman Fabula.  

 

     Second reading will be held December 14, 2022 at 6:30 P.M. 

 

ORDINANCES – Second Reading. 

None.  

 

RESOLUTIONS  
None. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

a.  Internet Service for non-serviced areas – Meeting was held with Planet Networks. 

b.  W/S Capital Improvements Pending Grant Submission 

c.  Fire Department Ordinance - Councilman Quinoa  

d.  Ordinance Amending the Property Maintenance Code including ROW  

e.  Review of all Ordinances - 2023 

f.  Cannabis Committee - 2023    

 

PAYMENT OF BILLS: (ATTACHMENT 1). 

 

Motion by Councilman Cote, seconded by Councilwoman Bonanno, and approved on roll call 

vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Quinoa and Mayor Tuohy;  ABSENT – 

Councilman Fabula. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  None. 

 

ADJOURNMENT – 7:40 p.m. 

 

Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilman Cote , carried to adjourn at   

7:40 p.m. Roll call vote:  AYES – Councilpersons Cote, Bonanno, Fabula and Mayor Tuohy;  

ABSENT – Councilman Quinoa. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Anne Marie Tracy, Municipal Clerk 

 

 

Rosemary Tuohy, Mayor       


