MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE ALLAMUCHY TOWNSHIP COUNCIL
HELD SEPTEMBER 25, 2024, AT 6:30 P.M.

Mayor Tuohy called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M.

The Township Council convened in open session at 6:30 p.m. on September 25, 2024. The meeting opened
with the Pledge of Allegiance. A moment of silence was held for personal intentions.

The Municipal Clerk announced that adequate notice of the time, place, and manner of this in-person
Council meeting has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:

(1) posting said notice on the municipal building bulletin board.
(2) emailing said notice to the press and all others who have requested it.
(3) posting on the official Town website.

1. PRESENT - Mayor Tuohy, Councilwoman Bonanno, Councilwoman Chamberlin and Councilman
Quinoa.

ABSENT - Councilman Fabula.
Administrator Andrew Tatarenko was also present.

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

a. Workshop Meeting —09/11/2024.
Motion by Councilwoman Chamberlin, seconded by Councilwoman Bonanno, carried to
approve the 09/11/2024 minutes. Roll call vote: AYES — All in favor; NAYES — None.
ABSTAIN — None; ABSENT — Councilman Fabula.

3. MAYOR’S REPORT

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:

a. Solid Waste/Recycling Bids — Mr. Tatarenko advised that bids were received on 09/12/2024 for
Solid Waste and Recycling. There were two bids received — Waste Management which is the
current service provider and Sanico. He advised that the bid request provided for two options —
option 1 was for a three-year contract and option 2 was for a five-year contract. He stated that the
lowest bidder, Sanico, was only five (5) percent higher than the current contract and during the
five-year period the contract would only increase by four (4) percent.

Mr. Tatarenko stated that with the current solid waste market and everything known with solid
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waste contracts the municipality may want to lock in a five-year contract.

Councilwoman Chamberlin questioned if there was anyone who had any experience with
Sanico since they are new to the municipality.

Councilwoman Bonanno advised that she personally used them in Washington Township
and had no problems with their services.

Mr. Tatarenko stated that the representative from Sanico seemed comfortable with the area and the
bid specifications.

Mayor Tuohy advised that the contract is to provide both garbage and recycling collection
services outside of Panther Valley and only recycling within Panther Valley.

Mr. Tatarenko stated that he had prepared a cost analysis. The cost analysis was distributed
to the Mayor and Council for review.

Councilwoman Bonanno stated that the solid waste and recycling process has escalated to
extremes. It is good that two bids were received.

Mr. Tatarenko advised that some towns only receive one bid. This shows the escalating costs.
It is nice that two bids were received.

Councilman Quinoa stated that garbage collection rates only went up one (1) percent for PVPOA.

Councilwoman Bonanno advised that municipalities are required to go out to bid and prevailing
wage is a factor. There really are no alternative solutions.

Councilman Quinoa stated that Waste Management came to Panther Valley and negotiated the
their contract.

Mayor Tuohy stated that she brought it up a while ago that the township should sit down with
PVPOA and PVPOA take over the recycling collection as part of their contract. These

costs could be included in the Special Municipal Services District Budget. At that time, PVPOA
requested to do a one-year contract, but the township could not do a one-year contract. She stated
that she would like to recommend going with a 5-year contract.

Mr. Tatarenko mentioned that the bid amounts also include disposal fees.
The Mayor and Council recommended Mr. Tatarenko prepare a resolution to enter into a five

year contract with the lowest bidder. This matter will be on the October 9, 2024 workshop agenda
for action.
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4. ACCEPTANCE OF DEPARTMENT REPORTS — AUGUST 2024

. Department of Public Works
. Plant Ops
. Water & Sewer Collections/Delinquencies
. Allamuchy Township Volunteer Fire Department
. Recreation
Green Team

D00 T

Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilwoman Chamberlin, carried to accept the
department reports as presented. Roll call vote: AYES — All in favor; NAYES — None.
ABSTAIN — None; ABSENT — Councilman Fabula.

5. COMMITTEE REPORTS

a. Budget/Finance Committee Report — Mayor Tuohy/Councilwoman Bonanno

Mayor Tuohy advised that she will be providing an update on the status of the 2024 municipal
budget at the October 9, 2024 workshop meeting.

Mayor Tuohy advised that Angelica Sabatini is no longer with the township. She stated that
Rina Rodriguez is processing the bills and is doing a great job.

The mayor advised that she attended a meeting on 09/19/2024 with CFO James Kozimor and

and Auditor Man Lee regarding the water/sewer rate analysis. There will need to be an
amendment to the previous resolution which was adopted regarding this matter. This amendment
will be done at the October workshop meeting.

Mr. Tatarenko advised that the resolution is ready for the next meeting.

6. CORRESPONDENCE

None.

7. MUNICIPAL CLERK’S REPORT

a. Cleanup Day — 10/19/2024 — there will also be collection of e-waste and unused medicine drop-off.
The hours are 8:00 am to 1:00 pm at the DPW Garage, 7 Freeborn Lane, Allamuchy, NJ.
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b. Trick-or-Treat Hours — 10/31/2024 — 4:00 p.m. — 7:00 p.m.

8. PUBLIC SESSION

There being no comments, the public session was closed.

9. ORDINANCES — FIRST READING

a. #2024-18 — AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND PART |1, GENERAL LEGISLATION,
CHAPTER 166, FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION.

Mr. Tatarenko advised that revisions were required to the existing ordinance to insure NJDEP
compliance.

Mayor Tuohy stated that this ordinance will also assist residents with flood insurance if needed.

Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilwoman Chamberlin, carried to introduce
Ordinance # 2024-18 on first reading. Roll call vote: AYES — Councilpersons Chamberlin, Quinoa,
Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy; ABSENT- Councilman Fabula.

Second reading and public hearing will be held 10/23/2024 at 6:30 p.m.

b. #2024-19 - BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING A SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION
OF $150,000 FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO WATER/SEWER UTILITY SYSTEM
FOR AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF ALLAMUCHY IN THE COUNTY OF
WARREN, NEW JERSEY AND, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $150,000
BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF THE
APPROPRIATION.

Mayor Tuohy stated that the Bond Counsel suggested adopting a bond ordinance instead of a capital
ordinance. The township is going through the 1-Bank for funding where 50% of the principal may
be forgiven. She stated that if 50% is forgiven then the township would be saving $75,000.00.

This ordinance does not mean the township is going out to bond.

Motion by Councilwoman Bonanno, seconded by Councilman Quinoa, carried to introduce
Ordinance # 2024-19 on first reading. Roll call vote: AYES — Councilpersons Chamberlin,
Quinoa, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy; ABSENT — Councilman Fabula.

Second reading to take place on 10/23/2024 at 6:30 p.m.

10. ORDINANCES - SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING

a. #2024-17 - BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $170,000
FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO WATER/SEWER UTILITY SYSTEM FOR
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AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF ALLAMUCHY IN THE COUNTY OF
WARREN, NEW JERSEY AND, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF
$170,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING
PART OF THE APPROPRIATION.

Motion by Councilwoman Bonanno, seconded by Councilwoman Chamberlin, carried to
adopt Ordinance # 2024-17 on second reading.

At this time, a public hearing was held on Ordinance # 2024-17.
There were no comments or objections from the public and the public hearing was closed.

Roll call vote: AYES — Councilpersons Chamberlin, Quinoa, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy;
ABSENT - Councilman Fabula.

11. RESOLUTIONS

Resolutions on Consent Agenda List are considered routine and non-controversial by the
Township Council and will be approved by one motion (one vote). There will be no separate
discussion or debate on each of these resolutions except for the possibility of briefly clarifying
statements which may be offered. If one or more council members requests, any individual
resolution on the consent agenda may be removed from the Consent Agenda List and acted on
separately.

a. #2024-107 - RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SALARY INCREASE FOR
KEYBOARDING CLERK | FOR THE ALLAMUCHY MUNICIPAL
COURT.

Motion by Councilwoman Bonanno, seconded by Councilwoman Chamberlin, carried
to approve Resolution # 2024-107. Roll call vote: AYES — Councilpersons Chamberlin,
Quinoa, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy; ABSENT — Councilman Fabula.

b. #2024-108 - ARESOLUTION TO OFFER A FINANCIAL INCENTIVE TO THOSE
ELIGIBLE EMPLOYEES PARTICIPATING IN THE HIGH DEDUCTIBLE
HEALTH BENEFIT PLAN (HD LOW).

Mr. Tatarenko advised that the NJ State Health Benefits rates will be increasing. The municipality
is looking into options and alternatives to lower both the township contributions and provide

some financial relief for the employees through a voluntary program. The option would be to

offer a higher deductible plan with a lower premium. A percentage of the savings that the township
is contributing would be appropriated into a health savings plan or account for the employee for
other eligible medical expenses, deductibles, prescription drugs, etc. Mr. Tatarenko stated this
way the employee has the option in his/her paycheck to lower their contributions and the
municipality will see a savings with a lesser premium.

Page 5 of 7



Mayor Tuohy advised that this option is also tax deferred. The health savings account or those
monies in that account will follow the employee wherever they go. If they leave municipal
government and go to private sector those funds in that account will go with the employee.

Councilwoman Chamberlin questioned if this is a pilot program. She questioned if this is
something that could be reevaluated down the line.

Mr. Tatarenko advised yes — it could be re-evaluated after one year.

Mayor Tuohy stated that the municipality looked at different options. Unfortunately
none were cost effective.

Councilwoman Bonanno advised that she has worked with the individual who will be

setting up this program. He is willing to come out and meet with the individuals to review

plan information - one on one. She stated that for example the family plan, next year’s premium
will be over $50,000.00. In 2010, the State required employees to pay 1.5% of their salary towards
their premium. In 2011, Chapter 78 table, based upon coverage and based on salary, the

employee contributes a certain percentage toward the premium. She stated that some of the higher
paid employees are paying 35% of the premium. It is beneficial to look at alternatives to make sure
employee does not have to absorb the whole high deductible but also will be paying less for their
coverage. Councilwoman Bonanno added that in some cases employees could be over insured by
paying too much for their premiums and currently there are no other alternatives.

Mayor Tuohy stated that employees will be paying anywhere from 20% to 34% of their premium.

Councilwoman Bonanno stated that the township would be contributing a portion of the
municipal savings and placing that money into a health savings account. The employee could also
contribute to that account.

Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilwoman Chamberlin, carried
to approve Resolution # 2024-108. Roll call vote: AYES — Councilpersons Chamberlin,
Quinoa, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy; ABSENT — Councilman Fabula.

12. NEW BUSINESS/PENDING BUSINESS

0T

Internet Service for non-serviced areas — Planet Networks will be providing internet service to
Allamuchy Township — Spring 2025.

Ordinance(s) Review — No update.

Sand Filter Replacement Project — In progress.

Open Space and Recreation Plan — Second public hearing scheduled September 2024.

Rails to Trails Update — No update.
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13. APPROVAL OFBILL LIST

Motion by Councilwoman Bonanno, seconded by Councilman Quinoa, carried to approve the bill list
subject to review by the Finance Committee. Roll call vote: AYES — Councilpersons Chamberlin,
Quinoa, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy; ABSENT — Councilman Fabula.

14. PUBLIC SESSION

a. Charles Fineran, Kestrel Lane, Allamuchy, NJ, was present and stated that he wanted to
complement the New Jersey State Police for finding and picking up an abandoned dog at the
Route 80 rest area. He also commended Animal Control Officer Leslie Ulanowski for
responding to the call and assisting with this matter. Mr. Fineran wanted to acknowledge
Ms. Kristen Colavito who is currently fostering the dog with the intent to take ownership
if no one claims it.

Mayor Tuohy advised that the dog is well-behaved. She stated that she had made numerous
attempts to contact any owners but the numbers were either invalid or the contact made

was not the owner. The dog is microchipped, but the microchip information is not updated.

She stated that after the ten-day hold, the dog will be put up for adoption with Ms. Colavito having
the first option to adopt.

Councilman Quinoa questioned of there were any updates on the pharmacy break-ins.

Mayor Tuohy advised that there are no updates other than the car used was stolen. The
mayor stated that currently not much information is being shared.

15. EXECUTIVE SESSION

None.

16. ADJOURNMENT —6:59 P.M.

Motion by Councilman Quinoa, seconded by Councilwoman Bonanno, carried to adjourn at 6:59 P.M.
Roll call vote: AYES — Councilpersons Chamberlin, Quinoa, Bonanno and Mayor Tuohy; ABSENT —
Councilman Fabula.

Respectfully Submitted,

Anne Marie Tracy, Municipal Clerk

Rosemary Tuohy, Mayor
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